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Section 3

Section 3 Objectives

l1 To explain how Enlightenment ideas spread throughout Europe.

l2 To describe changes in art, music, and literature during the

Enlightenment.

l3 To show how Enlightenment ideas reformed monarchies in Prussia, Austria, and Russia.T E R 6
Notes:

A. Drawing Conclusions As you read about art, literature, and politics in the Age of

Reason, explain how each of the following people reflected Enlightenment ideas.

The Arts

1. Denis Diderot

2. Franz Joseph Haydn

3.Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

4. Ludwig van Beethoven

5. Samuel Richardson

Government

6. Frederick the Great

7. Joseph II

8. Catherine the Great

A.Possible responses:

1. spread enlightened thinking in

all areas by publishing the

Encyclopedia

2. broke from traditionally ornate

musical forms and developed

the sonata and symphony

3. set a new standard for elegance

and originality with his varied

and numerous musical compositions

4. exhibited great range in his

works; moved from the classical

style of Mozart to begin new

trend that carried music into the

Age of Romanticism

5. wrote Pamela, the first English

novel

6. committed himself to the goal of

reforming and strengthening his

country; granted many religious

freedoms, reduced censorship,

improved education and the justice

system, and abolished torture;

considered that the king

should be “first servant of the

state”

7. abolished serfdom, initiated

legal reforms, introduced freedom

of the press, supported

freedom of religion

8. tried to modernize and reform

Russia according to the writings

of the philosophes; accomplished

limited reforms

B. Using Context Clues On the back of this paper, define the following terms:

salon  baroque  neoclassical  enlightened  despot

B. Possible responses:

Salon: social gathering in a person’s

home at which enlightened

thinkers shared ideas and enjoy

artistic performances

Baroque: grand ornate style of the

arts that was popular before the

Enlightenment

Neoclassical: simple and elegant

style of the arts that emphasized

order and balance and borrowed

ideas and themes from classical

Greece and Rome

Enlightened despot: absolute

monarch who reflected

Enlightenment ideals of reform

and reason
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Section 3

A. Terms and Names Write the letter of the name or group of names that

matches the description. A name or group of names may be used more than once

or not at all.

a. Joseph II

b. Denis Diderot

c. Frederick the Great

d. Catherine the Great

e. Marie-Thérèse Geoffrin

f. Elisabeth-Louise Vigée-Le Brun

g. Samuel Richardson, Henry Fielding, and Daniel Defoe

h. Franz Joseph Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and Ludwig van Beethoven

______ 1. abolished serfdom

______ 2. composed classical music

______ 3. ruled Russia as an enlightened despot

______ 4. ruled Prussia as an enlightened despot

______ 5. ruled Austria as an enlightened despot

______ 6. edited and published the Encyclopedia

______ 7. brutally crushed a massive uprising of serfs

______ 8. gave the nobility absolute power over the serfs

______ 9. developed many of the features of the modern novel

______10. ran the most influential of Paris salons during the Enlightenment

B. Critical Thinking Briefly answer the following question on the back of

this paper.

In a paragraph or two, discuss some of the ways in which western culture

changed in response to Enlightenment ideas. Be sure to mention the baroque,

neoclassical, and classical styles.

Chapter 6, Section 3

SECTION QUIZ

The Spread of Enlightenment

Ideas

A.1. a

2. h

3. d

4. c

5. a

6. b

7. d

8. d

9. g

10. e

B. Possible answers:

a. Enlightenment ideals of order

and reason came to be reflected

in the arts.

b. The baroque style gave way to

the neoclassical style of art.

c. The ornate, detailed, grand

style of art was replaced with a

simple and elegant style that

reflected a new emphasis on

order and balance.

d. A new classical style of music

also reflected the

Enlightenment ideals of order

and reason.

e. In literature, Enlightenmentera

writers developed many of

the features of the modern

novel. The novel came to

appeal to a wide middle-class

audience.

f. In painting, artists showed an

Enlightenment interest in science

and social issues.

Portraits especially came to

reflect the Enlightenment

spirit of energy, optimism, and

individuality.
PRIMARY SOURCE from The Social Contract

by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

In The Social Contract, published in 1762, the philosophe—a writer during the

18th centrury French Enlightenment—Jean-Jacques Rousseau outlined his ideas

about individual freedom and obedience to authority. As you read this excerpt,

think about Rousseau’s argument against the use of force as a means of governing

the people.

Section 2

Chapter I—Subject of the

First Book

Man is born free; and everywhere he is in chains.

One thinks himself the master of others, and still

remains a greater slave than they. How did this

change come about? I do not know. What can make

it legitimate? That question I think I can answer.

If I took into account only force, and the effects

derived from it, I should say: “As long as a people is

compelled to obey, and obeys, it does well; as soon

as it can shake off the yoke, and shakes it off, it

does still better; for, regaining its liberty by the

same right as took it away, either it is justified in

resuming it or there was no justification for those

who took it away.” But the social order is a sacred

right which is the basis of all rights. Nevertheless,

this right does not come from nature, and must

therefore be founded on conventions. Before coming to

that, I have to prove what I have just asserted.

Chapter III—The Right of the

Strongest

The strongest is never strong enough to be

always the master, unless he transforms strength

into right, and obedience into duty. Hence the right

of the strongest, which, though to all seeming meant

ironically, is really laid down as a fundamental principle.

But are we never to have an explanation of

this phrase? Force is a physical power, and I fail to

see what moral effect it can have. To yield to force

is an act of necessity, not of will—at the most, an

act of prudence. In what sense can it be a duty?

Suppose for a moment that this so-called “right”

exists. I maintain that the sole result is a mass of

inexplicable nonsense. For, if force creates right,

the effect changes with the cause: every force that

is greater than the first succeeds to its right. As

soon as it is possible to disobey with impunity, disobedience

is legitimate; and, the strongest being

always in the right, the only thing that matters is to

act so as to become the strongest. But what kind of

right is that which perishes when force fails? If we

must obey perforce, there is no need to obey

because we ought; and if we are not forced to obey,

we are under no obligation to do so. Clearly, the

word “right” adds nothing to force: in this connection,

it means absolutely nothing.

Obey the powers that be. If this means yield to

force, it is a good precept, but superfluous: I can

answer for its never being violated. All power comes

from God, I admit; but so does all sickness: does that

mean that we are forbidden to call in the doctor? A

brigand [bandit] surprises me at the edge of a wood:

must I not merely surrender my purse on compulsion,

but, even if I could withhold it, am I in conscience

bound to give it up? For certainly the pistol

he holds is also a power.

Let us then admit that force does not create

right, and that we are obliged to obey only legitimate

powers. In that case, my original question recurs.

from Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract and

Discourses and Other Essays, trans. by G.D.H. Cole (E.P.

Dutton & Company, Inc., 1950). Reprinted in Peter Gay,

ed., The Enlightenment: A Comprehensive Anthology (New

York: Simon and Schuster, 1973), 322–325.

Discussion Questions

Recognizing Facts and Details

1. Which did Rousseau believe was better—a government

freely formed by the people or one

imposed on a people by force?

2. Did Rousseau believe that it was the right of the

strongest to rule?

3. Making Inferences How would you compare

Locke’s ideas about government with Rousseau’s?

The Social Contract

Possible responses:

1. a government freely formed by

the people

2. No; he believed that being

strong and forceful did not necessarily

give the strongest the

right to rule unless the people

willed it.

3. Both Locke and Rousseau

believed that legitimate government

came from the consent of

the governed.
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