World History

5.3 Central European Monarchs Clash

Drill: Skepticism & Intendants 

Skepticism is the belief that there can never be absolute knowledge of what is true. 

Intendants were French government  agents who collected taxes and administered
justice; Louis XIV used them to keep power under his central authority.

Objectives: Student will be able to describe the Thirty Years’ War by researching the growth of central European kingdoms and the conflicts that existed between Prussia and Austria.

Notes:

1. Two causes of the Thirty Years’ War. 

A. tension between Catholic and Lutheran princes in Germany, & fear of Calvinism,

B. Ferdinand’s attempt to limit Protestantism or crush a Protestant revolts.

2. Consequences of the war and the Peace of Westphalia.

A. devastated Germany & did not become a unified state until the 1800s; 

B. weakened the Hapsburg states of Spain and Austria; 

C. strengthened France, which received German territory; 

D. ended religious wars in Europe; 

3. Differences between the economies of Western and Central Europe.

A. The economy of Western Europe was commercial and capitalistic 

B. Central Europe remained feudal, dependent on serf labor.

4. Reasons why Central European empires were weak.

A. Strong landowning nobles hindered the development of strong monarchy. 

B. The Thirty Years’ War had weakened the Holy Roman Empire.

5. Steps the Hapsburgs of Prussia and Austria took to become more powerful. 

A. They reconquered Bohemia, wiped out Protestantism

B. After the war, they centralized the government and created a standing army.

6. Steps the Hohenzollerns of Prussia/Germany took to build up their state.

A. created a strong standing army & created a military state 

B. bought the loyalty of the Junkers by giving the landowning nobility the exclusive right to be officers in the army; weakened representative assemblies.

Odds & Ends

1. Frederick II came to power as the king of Prussia 

2. The early battles of the Thirty Years’ War were won by the Hapsburgs.

3. The War of the Austrian Succession was fought over the possession of lands belonging to Maria Theresa.

4. In the mid-1600s, the kingdom of Poland was not dependent on the labor of serfs.

5. Under Maria Theresa, Austria’s greatest enemy was Prussia.

6. In Europe, the Seven Years’ War resulted in no exchange of territories in Europe.
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BCR: Germany was devastated. Its population dropped, trade and agriculture were disrupted, and its economy ruined. As a result, Germany did not become a unified state until the 1800s. The Hapsburg states of Spain and Austria were weakened.  France was strengthened. German princes became independent of the Holy Roman emperor.  The religious wars in Europe were ended. A new method of negotiating peace was introduced in which all participants met to settle the problems of the war and decide the terms of peace. The modern state system was adopted in which Western Europe was divided into independent states that were seen as equals and that could negotiate for themselves.

Maria Theresa

1. The main idea is that Maria Theresa was a determined queen who wanted to protect her country, strengthen her control over it, and help her people.

2. She was a determined person with a strong will, as shown by her decision to fight for Silesia even though her advisers told her to give it up. 

3. She was a good queen because the orders she issued resulted in many benefits—such as lower taxes and the creation of public education—for her people. 

1. Austrian Empire

2. Ottoman Empire, the Holy Roman Empire, and Prussia; the Ottoman Empire decreases by about 700 miles; the Holy Roman Empire decreases by 150 miles

3. Prussia, Russia, Austria 4. It was located in south Central Europe. It was not in the middle of these new empires, but located on the southern edge.

5. approximately 150 miles; approximately 600 miles 

6. These old empires had a weak central government, an inefficient administration, and too much diversity of people.

7. These new states had a strong central monarch, a standing army, and a professional civil service and administration. 

Summary: In today’s lesson we described the Thirty Years’ War, researched the growth of central European kingdoms and the conflicts that existed between Prussia and Austria. 

Homework: Junkers & Serfs

Junkers: Prussian landowning nobility & exclusive right to be officers in the army

Serfs: forced to serve the landowner. Not allowed to leave the estate

Name ________________________________________________________Date____________
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A. Terms and Names Write the letter of the best answer.

______1. Most of the early battles of the Thirty Years’ War were won by the

a. Calvinists.
b. Hapsburgs. c. French Catholics.
d. German Protestants.

______2. In the mid-1600s, which of the following was LEAST dependent on the labor of serfs?

a. the Ottoman Empire   b. the kingdom of Poland    c. the Holy Roman Empire  d. the nations of Western Europe

______3. Under Maria Theresa, Austria’s greatest enemy was     a. Prussia.    b. Hungary.  c. Bohemia.

d. the Ottoman Empire.

______4. Frederick II came to power as the      a. king of Prussia.    b. king of Austria.    c. Elector of Brandenburg.    d. emperor of the Holy Roman Empire.

______5. The War of the Austrian Succession was fought over the possession of lands belonging to

a. Charles VI.    b. Frederick II.     c. Ferdinand II.     d. Maria Theresa.

______6. In Europe, the Seven Years’ War resulted in     a. no exchange of territories in Europe.

b.Germany’s becoming part of France.   c. Bohemia’s becoming part of Austria.   d.Hungary’s becoming part of the Ottoman Empire.

BCR. Critical Thinking Briefly answer the following question 

What were some of the most important results of the Thirty Years’ War?

HISTORYMAKERS Maria Theresa Dutiful Defender of Austria

“. . . She could fight like a tiger and was  at war for a large part of her reign; but  she never fought [to gain land but] always . . . to preserve her inheritance. . . . She was not a zealously reforming queen. Her reforms were radical and far-reaching, but she reformed, as she fought, because she saw what had to be done. . . .”—Historian Edward Crankshaw on Maria Theresa

The 18th century was a time in which kings wrote the history of Europe. However, Maria Theresa of Austria emerged as a strong and powerful queen. She bravely defended Austria during a Prussian invasion and launched a series of domestic improvements that helped her people. With no male heir, King Charles VI of Austria feared that other powers in Europe would try to seize his kingdom after his death. As a result, he convinced these European monarchs to accept Maria Theresa, his eldest daughter, as the next ruler of Austria. 

In 1740, Charles died, and the 23- year-old queen inherited a troubled country. Her people were uneasy. They thought that her husband would rule the nation, and they did not trust him. In addition, poor weather had produced bad harvests, and there was widespread hunger. Maria Theresa learned about these worries by sending one of her ladies-in-waiting in disguise into Vienna to hear what her subjects were saying. 

For example, the people resented the fact that wild animals roamed the forests owned by the monarchy, eating food that they could eat. She won their approval by ordering the animals  killed. Just months after Maria Theresa became queen, Frederick II of Prussia moved his army into  Silesia, Austria’s richest region. Later in life, she wrote that she faced this situation “. . . without money, without credit, without an army, without experience and knowledge, even without counsel.” Her father’s old advisers gave her simple advice: give up Silesia. The young queen proved to be made of sterner stuff. 

In June 1741, Maria Theresa received another of her titles, becoming the queen of Hungary. She then asked the Hungarian people for troops in her conflict with Prussia. “The very existence of the kingdom of Hungary, of our person, of our children, and our crown, are now at stake. . . .” she said. The war with Prussia dragged on for many years, and in the end Austria was forced to give up Silesia. Her stand had made a mark, however. All of Europe now saw her diplomatic skill and her resolve to maintain her kingdom. In 1756, the Seven Years’ War began. This was Austria’s attempt to win back Silesia. Maria Theresa had felt abandoned by Britain, an old ally of Austria, in that first war. She now formed a new alliance with Britain’s longtime enemy, France. Britain, though, joined Prussia, and they won the war.

However, Austria did not suffer additional loss of land. For most of Maria Theresa’s rule, she focused on improving conditions in her realm. She reformed the government, cutting the power of local authority and giving the Crown more control. She formed new schools to train people to serve in her government. She also won the right to set taxes for ten years at a time—in the past, local government bodies had set new levels of taxation each year. Now, she could count on a steady supply of money.

Furthermore, the queen recognized that the peasants paid the major share of taxes in her kingdom. As a result, she issued laws that made that system fairer and limited the power of large landowners. The queen also made the army larger and better trained. In addition, she issued an order to set up a public school system in Austrian lands. Finally, she brought people to settle rural areas where no one lived, which resulted in increased farmland. Maria Theresa made these changes to strengthen her position, but they also benefited her people. 

Crankshaw summarizes her rule: “She had held her society together, encouraged its individual talents, and left it better than it was before.” 

Questions

1. Inferring Main Idea What would you say was the main idea of this biography?

2. Making Generalizations How would you describe Maria Theresa’s character?

3. Drawing Conclusions Would you say that Maria Theresa was a good queen? Explain.

Review of Information

1. What new power swallows the Kingdom of Hungary? 

2. What empires are shown on both maps? Which increase? Which decrease? 

3. By 1795, the lands of Poland were divided up by what other empires? 

4. Examine again the location of the Ottoman Empire. Why do you think it was able to last the

longest out of the three aging powers?

5. How many miles separate Moscow and the Russian border in 1660? 1795? 

6. What problems caused the decline of Poland, the Holy Roman Empire, and the Ottoman Empire?

7. Describe the characteristics that enabled Russia, Austria, and Prussia to rise to power. 

In your own words, Summarize today’s lesson.

