World History

5.1 Spain’s Empire and European Absolutism

Drill: Capitalism & Mercantilism

Capitalism: economic system based on private ownership, investments, and profits Mercantilism: a favorable balance of trade results when the value of the goods sold
by a country exceeds the value of the goods bought by that country 

Objectives: Students will be able to describe Spanish power under Philip II by explaining the weaknesses in the Spanish Empire. To describe the birth of the Netherlands by explaining the origins of absolute monarchy.

Notes: The 1600s

1. Spain built a powerful army and navy and its monarchs and nobles became patrons of artists, leading to a golden age in the arts.

2. As the population grew, people demanded more food and other goods, so merchants were able to raise prices. As silver bullion flooded the market, its value dropped and it took more to buy anything.

3. severe inflation, lack of a middle class, expulsion of Jews and Muslims, outdated manufacturing methods, and the high cost of wars

4. The Dutch rebelled and eventually the largely Protestant northern provinces of the Netherlands united and declared independence from Spain.

5. stable government, strong middle class, large naval fleet, location along Atlantic trade routes 

6. decline of feudalism, rise of cities, creation of a middle class, and growth of national kingdoms 

7. Philip II was a forceful ruler in many ways. He tried to control every aspect of his empire’s affairs and believed that all power in his state rested in his hands.

Odds & Ends

1. William of Orange fought to free England from Dutch control

2. The Spanish Armada was defeated in 1588 by stormy weather and the English navy.

3. During the 1600s, the Dutch gradually replaced the Italians as the bankers of Europe.

4. The seven northern provinces of the Spanish Netherlands that united and broke away from Spain were largely Protestant. 

5. The republic formed by the United Provinces of Netherlands was an unusual type of government for 16th-century Europe. 

6. Novel, Don Quixote de la Manch about a poor Spanish nobleman who chases after windmills. 

7. Philip II of Spain believed it was his duty to defend Catholicism from its enemies in Europe and the Ottoman Empire. 

8. Spain failed to develop a middle class in the 1500s because the tax burden on the lower classes prevented their ability to begin businesses. 
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1. the Netherlands (the Dutch)

2. Spanish

3. Dutch

4. true

5. the Netherlands

6. true

7. Catholicism

8. Spain

BCR: An absolute monarch is a king or queen who claims the authority to rule without limits. The belief in the divine right of monarchs gave religious authority to absolute monarchs and all of their actions. It held that God created the monarchy and that the monarch acted as God’s representative on earth. The absolute monarch, therefore, answered only to God.

Map:

1. Philip II

2. Ireland, Scotland, England, France, and Portugal

3. the Austrian, because the Spanish territory was spread out and fragmented

4. the Netherlands

5. The Armada could have picked up Spanish troops there to invade England.

1. Absolute monarchs believed in divine right—God created the monarchy and an absolute monarch responded only to God.

2. They made the nobles dependent on them and used land grants and government appointments to gain the support of the middle class.

3. To enhance their prestige, European rulers tried to weaken the power of the Church and started wars to settle religious conflicts.

4. Peasants had no rights or freedoms and existed to serve the state.

5. Many became patrons of the arts, constructed transportation networks, built standing armies and navies, and fought wars.

6. territorial conflicts, war, wide-spread rebellion and social unrest, economic decline
Summary: In today’s lesson we described Spanish power under Philip II and the origins of absolute monarchy
Homework: Armada & prestige

Armada: a large fleet of naval ship

Prestige: esteem status

Name ____________________________________________________________Date_______________
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A. Terms and Names If the statement is true, write “true” on the line. If it is false, change the underlined word or words to make it true.

Example: Rembrandt van Rijn was a Dutch painter. True

Example: In The Syndics, Jan Vermeer portrayed a group of city officials who were known as syndics. Rembrandt van Rijn

1. William of Orange fought to free England from Spanish control. ______________

2. The Portuguese Armada was defeated in 1588 by stormy weather and the English navy.

___________________________________________________________

3. During the 1600s, the Spanish gradually replaced the Italians as the bankers of Europe.

___________________________________________________________

4. The seven northern provinces of the Spanish Netherlands that united and broke away from Spain were largely Protestant. ________________________________

5. The republic formed by the United Provinces of Spain was an unusual type of government for 16th-century Europe. ____________________________________

6. In his novel, Don Quixote de la Mancha, Miguel de Cervantes wrote about a poor Spanish nobleman who chases after windmills. ____________________________

7. Philip II of Spain believed it was his duty to defend Protestantism from its enemies in Europe and the Ottoman Empire. ______________________________

8. England failed to develop a middle class in the 1500s because the tax burden on the lower classes prevented their ability to begin businesses. _________________

BCR:  Briefly answer the following question. What is an absolute monarch? How was absolutism encouraged by the belief in the divine right of monarchs and the upheavals of the times? 

Hapsburg Europe, 1560

For 35 years Charles V, the Hapsburg king, struggled to maintain religious unity in Europe. He fought against both Muslims and Lutherans. In 1556, he retired to a monastery and divided his massive empire into two parts. Charles gave Austria and Bohemia to his brother Ferdinand, who was later elected Holy Roman Emperor. Charles’s son Philip II received Spain, the Spanish Netherlands, and the American

colonies.

For the next 100 years, though, the Spanish half of the Hapsburg Empire had more influence on 

Europe than the Austrian half. Philip reigned from 1556 to 1598 and not only ruled over Spain and its

possessions but inherited Portugal in 1580. He also controlled many Italian states and the Balearic

Islands in the western Mediterranean Sea. Philip took actions to expand the influence and control of his empire but thought himself a Catholic above all else. He fervently fought for the Catholic cause in Europe. In 1571, a Spanish fleet crushed a large navy from the Muslim Ottoman Empire off the coast of southwestern Greece. 

However, his attempts to defend Catholicism were not always successful. His attack on Protestant

England with his famed Spanish Armada met with devastation in 1588.

Questions and Activities

1. Who received more territory from Charles, Ferdinand or Philip II? 

2. Which major western European countries lay entirely outside the rule of the Hapsburgs in 1560? 

3. Which Hapsburg territory do you think was easier to rule, the Spanish or the Austrian? Explain.

4. What Spanish territories lay closest to England? 

5. How might Philip have used the Netherlands in his attempt to invade England? 
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CONNECTIONS ACROSS TIME AND CULTURES: The Absolute Power of Rulers

The theory of absolutism was not new to sixteenth century Europe. As far back as ancient river valley civilizations, kings had exerted complete control over their peoples’ lives. How were European absolute monarchs similar to earlier ones?

POWER AND AUTHORITY.

1. In Mesopotamia, kings were representatives of the gods. In Egypt, kings were gods. In ancient China, Zhou leaders introduced a concept of authority known as the Mandate of Heaven. According to this, a just ruler received his authority to rule from heaven; a king who was wicked or foolish lost the mandate and the right to rule. How did monarchs in Europe justify their right to rule? 

2. Absolute monarchs solidified their power in different ways. In Persia, King Darius appointed local governors called satraps to rule each province and then sent out inspectors throughout the kingdom to check on their loyalty. How did European rulers centralize power and control the nobility? 

3. Roman and Byzantine emperors controlled not just the state but the church as well. How would you characterize relations between absolute monarchs in Europe and the Church? 

4. From the beginning of civilization, rulers have embarked on massive public works projects, often at the expense of human freedoms. Frequently, peasants had no choice but to work or die. How did European monarchs view human resources within their empires? 

5. In addition to building grand palaces, in what other ways did absolute rulers use the vast wealth they accumulated? 

6. What are some social, political, and economic conditions in a nation or empire that may lead to absolutism? 

Summary: In your own words summarize today’s lesson.
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