USHX 6. 4: Populism 

Drill: Collective Bargaining & Knights of Labor 

Collective Bargaining: union leaders tried to negotiate for better conditions for all workers in a factory or an industry.

Knights of Labor - first national labor union in the United States. 
Objectives:

Students will be able to explain the effects that industrialization have on farmers ny analyzing the actions did they took to fight for change

Notes: In the late 1800s
1. The number of farms in the United States grew, and farming became mechanized. 

2. The National Grange was formed in 1868 to help farmers. 

3. Interstate Commerce Act (1877) to regulate this trade between states.

4. Since 1792, the US had allowed free coinage, money that had value in gold or silver. 

5. In 1873 the United States went on a gold standard
6. New political party- the Populist Party wanted the government to own the railroads, as well as the telephone and telegraph systems. 

7. In 1893 there was an economic depression called the Panic of 1893. Many people blamed the money system and called for reform. 

8. In the presidential election of 1896, the Democratic candidate William Jennings Bryan wanted the free coinage of silver. 

9. His Republican opponent, William McKinley, opposed free coinage.

Odds & Ends

1. From 1860 to 1900, the number of farms increased to feed the growing population because the U.S. population more than doubled.

2. In the late 1800s, the combination of more farms and greater productivity led to overproduction and lower prices for crops.

3. Oliver Kelley founded the National Grange which provided government clerks as a social and educational organization for farmers.

4. In 1873, The Coinage Act of placed the United States on a gold standard.

6. Farmers supported coining silver to create inflation, an increase in the money supply and a rise in prices.

7. The Populist Party, better known as the People’s Party, which was formed by Alliance leaders and representatives from labor and reform organizations.

8. In 1892, voters chose Grover Cleveland as their new president.

9. Many investors reacted to the economic downturn of the 1890s by selling their investments in exchange for gold.
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Mechanized: dependent on machines

Enact : make happen; put into effect

Reading the Section

1. doubled 



6. inflation

2. lower 



7. Populist Party

3. Oliver Kelley 


8. Grover Cleveland

4. Interstate 



9. gold

Commerce Act 


10. William McKinley

5. gold standard

Geography_Pullman’s Company Town- Answers

1. The town of Pullman located just south of Chicago, on Lake Michigan

2. The north of town was the production area. It needed the lumberyard to build the homes for the workers and the wooden tressles.
3. The housing was on the south side of town; public buildings and areas including a hotel, theater, public arcade square, stable, school, church, market house, playground, and athletic course

4. The Illinois Central; across Lake Michigan by boat

5. It was very disruptive because Chicago was the major rail hub in the Midwest, connecting cities, industries, and agricultural areas in the East and West. Shutting down the rail lines had a disastrous effect on commerce and communication.

6. Pullman and other factory owners built company towns because they considered them an efficient use of resources, consolidating factory operations and workers in one easily controlled space to make production more efficient. He also assumed that supplying workers’ basic needs and keeping them dependent on the company would ensure stability in his operation. An examination of the map suggests a number of indications of planned order and control. The single church may represent a lack of choice in terms of religion, just as the   existence of only one theater may have indicated limited choices of entertainment. In addition, workers lived in company housing instead of choosing their own accommodations. Workers may have found this arrangement to be restrictive because of the lack of choices available in terms of living arrangements, religious expression, and entertainment facilities.

Summary: In today’s lesson, we learned that in the late 1800s U.S. farmers had economic problems, which they tried to solve by becoming more involved in politics. 

Homework:  Gold Standard & Populist Party

Gold Standard - meant that money had a fixed value in gold.

Populist (Political) Party – was an alliance of labor and reform groups. 

Name __________________________________________________________ Date ________________
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Terms to know:
Mechanized 

Enact 

READING THE SECTION As you read the section, circle the boldface word or phrase that best completes each statement below.

1. From 1860 to 1900, the U.S. population more than doubled/tripled, and the number of farms increased to feed the growing population.

2. The combination of more farms and greater productivity in the late 1800s led to overproduction and higher / lower prices for crops.

3. The National Grange was founded by William Jennings Bryan/Oliver Kelley and several government clerks as a social and educational organization for farmers.

4. Congress passed the Interstate Commerce Act/Farmers’ Alliance Act to provide some uniform trade regulations among the states.

5. The Coinage Act of 1873 placed the United States on a silver standard / gold standard.

6. Farmers supported coining silver to create deflation/inflation, an increase in the money supply and a rise in prices.

7. The People’s Party, which was formed by Alliance leaders and representatives from labor and reform organizations, was better known as the Populist Party/Greenback Party.

8. Voters in the 1892 presidential election chose Benjamin Harrison/Grover Cleveland as their new president.

9. Many investors reacted to the economic downturn of the 1890s by selling their investments in exchange for diamonds/gold.

10. The victory of James B. Weaver/William McKinley in the 1896 presidential election marked the end of both the Populist Party and organized farmers’ parties.

Pullman’s Company Town

In 1880 George Pullman, the manufacturer of Pullman sleeping cars for railroads, built a company town near Chicago, Illinois. The town, which he named after himself, featured a factory and rail lines, as well as housing and other services for employees. In 1894 the town became the focus of one of the most bitter labor disputes in American history. Study the map and then answer the questions that follow.

1. Where was the town of Pullman located?

2. On which side of town was the production area? Why might a railroad town have needed a lumberyard?

3. Where was the housing? What areas and buildings in town were likely to be accessible to all the residents and workers? 

4. What rail line served Pullman? How else might supplies and finished products have been shipped in and out of the town?

USHX 6. 4: Populism
5. During the Pullman strike of 1894, sympathetic rail workers shut down many of the rail lines around Chicago. What effect does the map indicate this action might have had on the nation’s transportation system?

In your own words, summarize today’s lesson
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