[image: image1.png]* K * %k Kk *k k Kk k * k * ¥ *k *k * * Kk *




USHX 5. 3 The West /The Cattle Kingdom
Drill: Bonanza  & Transcontinental Railroad

Bonanza: a large deposit of precious ore (gold or silver)

Transcontinental Railroad: systems of railways connecting the East Coast with the West

Objective: Student will be able to identify the factors that led to the growth of the cattle industry during the 1870s by analyzing the life of a cowboy during the cattle boom days of the 1870s and the decline of the Cattle Kingdom.

1. The mid-1800s Texas ranchers gathered up huge herds of wild cattle.

2. Texas Longhorns, were lean, tough cattle could survive harsh climates like the open range 

3. The population grew in the eastern United States and there was a greater demand for meat. 

4. The new railroads allowed ranchers to transport their cattle to markets farther north. 

5. At the same time, cattle grazing expanded onto the open range, or public land

6. The many ranches stretching from Texas to Canada formed the Cattle Kingdom.

Odds& Ends

1. Cowboys were workers who took care of a rancher’s cattle by branding, hearding, and protecting Longhorn Cattle.

2. Cattle Drives were long journeys on which cattle were herded to the market or to grazing (feeding or eating grass) areas

3. Ranches were large tracts of land set aside for raising cows and were located from Texas to Canada

4. The Chisholm Trail was one of earliest routes for herding cattle to market

5. Hamburger is the cheapest meat and Filet Minong is the most expensive beef processed from cows.

6. A roundup is the process of gathering cattle together 

7. Charles Goodnight was the first owner of first ranch in the Texas Panhandle

8. Access to water was necessary for ranching or farming in the dry west land

9. Abilene, Kansas was the point from which cattle were shipped on the Kansas Pacific Railroad Line

10. Joseph Glidden invented barbed wired and it was a cheap material to control wild cattle on the range.
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Identifying Concepts

1. B 


6. I

2. J 


7. A

3. E 


8. G

4. C 


9. D

5. H 


10. F
Interpreting Visual Images

11. barbed wire

12. Joseph Glidden

13. owners of large ranches

14. Some farmers and owners of small ranches cut barbed wire fences and moved onto the land or stole cattle.

15• graze feed on growing grasses

16• discontinue: stop

17• self-reliant: able to take care of one’s own needs; independent

18• stampede: a sudden running away of a group of frightened animals

19• barbed wire: strands of wire twisted together with small spikes along them; used for making fences

20. As the population grew, there was a greater demand for meat. Railroads made it easier to transport cattle to the North, and the open range provided an abundance of good land for grazing. All of these factors made ranching profitable.

21. Cowboys watched over cattle, drove the cattle to market, and rounded up and branded cattle and horses in the spring.

22. Too many cattle caused prices to fall. Also, there was not enough feed grass for the large numbers of cattle, and very harsh winters led to the death of many cattle

Summary: In today’s lesson we identified the factors that led to the growth of the cattle industry during the 1870s and analyzed the life of a cowboy during the cattle boom days.

Homework Open Range & Roundup
Open Range: public land on the Plains

Roundup: the branding of horses and cattle every spring

Name _______________________________________________ Class _______________ Date ______________
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Historical Documents

In the mid-1800s Texas ranchers gathered up huge herds of wild cattle, including Texas longhorns. These lean, tough cattle could survive harsh climates and many diseases.

As the population grew in the eastern United States, there was a greater demand for meat. The new railroads allowed ranchers to transport their cattle to markets farther north. At the same time, cattle grazing expanded onto the open range, or public land, of the Great Plains. The many ranches stretching from Texas to Canada formed the Cattle Kingdom.

Although ranchers did not always own their land, they did buy the range rights, or water rights, to ponds and rivers. This meant they had a steady supply of water for their herds.

The workers who took care of a rancher’s cattle were known as cowhands or cowboys. They borrowed many of their techniques from vaqueros, or Mexican cowboys. Cowboys held a roundup every spring, at which they branded young calves and horses.

Cowboys also worked in cattle drives, herding cattle to market or to grazing areas, often over hundreds of miles. Constantly watching over the cattle and riding through storms drive very difficult. Cowboys often followed the Chisholm Trail, a popular route for cattle drives. 

The trail ran from San Antonio, Texas, to Abilene, Kansas. As more people moved to the Great Plains, farmers started to buy grazing land. In addition, small ranchers began competing with large ranchers for land. Ranchers tried to protect their land by fencing it in. This competition for land led to range wars, or disputes among large ranchers, small ranchers, farmers, and sheep owners.

Although large ranchers often won these battles, ranchers could no longer let their cattle roam free on public land. 

By the 1880s there were too many cattle on the Great Plains, and prices began to fall. The large numbers of cattle led to a shortage of feed grass, and several harsh winters caused thousands of cattle to die. These problems led to the decline of the Cattle Kingdom.
IDENTIFYING CONCEPTS Match the letters of the descriptions with the appropriate names or terms.

______ 1. Texas longhorn 


______ 6. range rights

______ 2. Abilene 



______ 7. cowboys

______ 3. Cattle Kingdom 


______ 8. roundup

______ 4. open range 


______ 9. cattle drive

______ 5. Charles Goodnight 

_____10. Chisholm Trail

a. workers who took care of a rancher’s cattle

b. sturdy breed developed from mix of Spanish and English cattle 

c. public land

d. long journeys on which cattle were herded to the market or to grazing areas

e. ranches stretching from Texas to Canada

f. one of earliest routes for herding cattle

g. process of gathering cattle together

h. owner of first ranch in the Texas Panhandle

i. water rights

j. point from which cattle were shipped on the Kansas Pacific Railroad Line
INTERPRETING VISUAL IMAGES Examine the drawing below and answer the questions that follow.

[image: image3.png]



11. What is the item in the picture?

12. Who invented it?

13. Who used it?

14. How did use of this item lead to range wars?

Identify the following terms: 
15• graze:

16• discontinue: 

17• self-reliant: 

18• stampede: 

19• barbed wire: 

BCR’S:

20. Why did cattle ranching become profitable in the 1870s?

21. What kinds of work did cowboys do?

22. Why did the Cattle Kingdom decline?

In your own words, summarize today’s lesson.
