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Drill: Sioux & Extermination

Sioux: defeated Gen. George Armstrong Custer at the Battle of the Little Bighorn.
Extermination: killing an entire group

Objective: Students will be able to describe the challenges associated with early mining in the West by examining the problems associated with building the transcontinental railroad and evaluating the railroads’ impact on western settlement and development.

Notes

1. After the California Gold Rush, people continued to search for gold in other states.

2. Mining was a dangerous business. Miners faced poisonous gases, intense heat, unexpected explosions, and dust that caused lung diseases. 

3. Huge numbers of people moving to mining areas led to boom towns. 
4. As more people moved west, the Pony Express began to transport mail across the country. This system of messengers traveled on horseback to carry mail over 2,000-miles. 

5. Soon companies began to build a transcontinental railroad

Odds & Ends

6. The Comstock Lode was in Nevada.

7. A large deposit of minerals was called a bonanza.

8. The dangers faced by miners included being crushed by equipment, developing lung illnesses, and explosions.

9. Towns that grew quickly near a mine were called boomtowns.

10 .The Pacific Railway Acts gave railroad companies large areas of land.

11. Some of the difficulties in building the transcontinental railroad were Mountain ranges that had to be blasted apart for the railway to go through, workers had to faced snowstorms and harsh weather conditions.

12. The Central Pacific Railroad used Chinese immigrants and began building at Sacramento, California

13. The Union Pacific Railroad used Irish immigrants and began their course at Omaha, Nebraska

14. Both railroad met at Promontory Point, Utah and used a gold spike to join the first transcontinental railroad.
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	Understanding Main Ideas

1. a 

4. c

2. c 

5. b

3. d 

6. b
	• booms (158): periods of rapid growth and large profits

• schemes (160): plans, especially ones involving trickery or dishonesty

• transcontinental (160): crossing a continent


	Organizing Information

1. Chinese immigrants

2. Sacramento, California

3. Irish immigrants, some Civil War veterans

4. Omaha, Nebraska
	1. Why was mining such a dangerous job?

Miners faced dust that caused lung diseases, poisonous gases, unexpected explosions, and intense heat.

2. What were some of the difficulties in building the transcontinental railroad?

Mountain ranges had to be blasted apart for the railway to go through; miners also faced snowstorms and harsh weather conditions.

3. How did the transcontinental railroad affect life in the West?

The transcontinental railroad increased economic growth and the population of the West.


LITERATURE

1. According to Ellis, her father wanted to be a miner to strike it rich

2. Ellis’s parents pass up farming and ranching as they traveled west.

3. The kinds of work that Ellis saw her mother do during the journey was cooking for the men, feeding the cattle at night, doctoring both the men and cattle, delivering babies,  washing clothes

4. Ellis tells the reader that her mother had pride when says that her mother felt it a disgrace to have begged in Pueblo

Summary: In today’s lesson we described the challenges associated with early mining in the West and examined the problems associated with building the transcontinental railroad. 

Homework: Bonanza  & Transcontinental Railroad

Bonanza: a large deposit of precious ore (gold or silver)

Transcontinental Railroad: systems of railways connecting the East Coast with the West

Name _______________________________________ Class _______________ Date ________________
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USHX 5.2: The West/Miners and Railroads
UNDERSTANDING MAIN IDEAS For each of the following, write the letter of the best choice in the space provided.

	______ 1. The Comstock Lode was in

a. Nevada.

b. Colorado.

c. New Mexico.

d. Montana.

______ 2. A large deposit of minerals was called

a. a mining company.

b. an ore.

c. a bonanza.

d. a rush.

______ 3. The dangers faced by miners included

a. being crushed by equipment.

b. developing lung illnesses.

c. explosions.

d. all of the above hazards.

______ 4. Towns that grew quickly near a mine were called

a. lodes.

b. bonanzas.

c. boom towns.

d. assays
	______ 5. Which of the following was the fastest way to get messages across the country in the late 1800s?
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______ 6. The Pacific Railway Acts gave railroad

companies

a. the right to mine anywhere.

b. large areas of land.

c. control over the Pony Express.

d. the right to build boom towns.



Identify the following
• booms (158): 

• schemes (160): 

• transcontinental (160): 
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Complete the graphic organizer to understand how the two

parts of the transcontinental railroad were built to meet at Promontory Point.

RAILROAD

WORKERS

STARTING POINT

CHALLENGES

Central Pacific

Sierra Nevada;
breaking apart rock
formations; snow

Union Pacific

harsh weather





1. Why was mining such a dangerous job?

2. What were some of the difficulties in building the transcontinental railroad?

3. How did the transcontinental railroad affect life in the West?

LITERATURE READING The Life of an Ordinary Woman

Most accounts of frontier mining society were written by men and focused on subjects like the location of mines. The Life of an Ordinary Woman by Anne Ellis is a first-person account that includes information about children and women living in western mining towns. The book also illustrates the economic challenges miners faced. As you read the selection, which is an excerpt from Ellis’s book, note her descriptions of her mother’s activities.

 I do not know how far it is from Christian County, Missouri, to Custer County, Colorado, but it must have seemed far, traveling with oxen.   Can almost hear my father say, “These old moss-backed backwoods Missourians are dead in the shell and don’t know it. We will go”West,” where there are chances for a man, and there we will found or fortunes.” And such chances as there were, too! Think of the farming land they passed, and of the fine ranches they drove over! Only they were not looking for ranches—they wanted mines, where, as they thought, riches came overnight and without work. 

Did my young mother dread this journey, or look forward to it?   Think that, in spite of the fear of the indians (and this was a dreadful fear), she did look forward with her heart full of hope. . . . My father was the kind who traveled, tr sting Fate to provide, and it did—but Mama was fate! . . . She would look forward and be happy, thinking of the home she was going to have “o t there,” and then look back and cry, thinking of the friends she had left. She was like this.   would have only looked forward. With all the work and hardships, she was “eating her white bread” then, although she did not know it. At night my father would bring o t his banjo—all day he would have a headache and would have to lie in the wagon.  t was c red when the s n went down and the day’s work was over. Then they would all sit around the camp-fire, and sing, and some would dance. . . . All troubles were forgotten while they planned the things they would have, and do, when they “struck it rich.” . . .

Always, when   think of pioneers, see my mother, a baby on her arm, working, working, ever hopeful, seeing something to laugh at, cooking for the men, feeding the cattle at night, doctoring both the men and cattle. She was a born doctor, she would go any time of the day or night to bring some one’s baby into the world, doing everything and then finishing p with the washing. They might say, “You know you are not a regular doctor so cannot charge anything, but we will give you five or ten dollars.”

Sometimes they did and sometimes they did not. But it was all the same to her if they needed under notice  appearing  earlier  in  this  work.

We did not stay very long in any place, and were always poverty-stricken. We came into Pueblo and camped at the edge of town, with nothing to eat. And this brave country woman leaving her baby in camp with oh! such a fear pulling at her heart that the baby might toddle out under the feet of the oxen or fall into the fire, or into the evil-looking Arkansas river, took one of her most prized possessions, a pieced quilt, and went into the city to sell it for food. While she would not be afraid when the mad buffalo charged down on them, the noise, the unfriendliness of the rushing crowds in this strange city, did raise such a l mp in her throat, such a weakness in her stomach, b t she went bravely on.  n after years, she felt it a disgrace that she had once begged in Pueblo. Thus it is, some of the noblest things we do we are ashamed of, and sometimes are pro d of such little, puffy things.

From The Life of an Ordinary Woman by Anne Ellis. Copyright 1929 by Anne Ellis 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ.

1. Why, according to Ellis, did her father want to be a miner? 

2. What kind of opportunities did Ellis’s parents pass up as they traveled west?

3. What kinds of work did Ellis see her mother do during the journey?

4. How does Ellis tell the reader that her mother had pride?

In your own words, summarize today’s lesson.
