USH: 4.2: The Fight over Reconstruction
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DRILL: Reconstruction & Amnesty

Reconstruction - process of reuniting the nation and rebuilding the southern states
without slavery

Amnesty - is a pardon for illegal acts.

OBJECTIVE

Students will be able to explain how Black Codes restricted the freedoms of African Americans by analyzing the reasons why Radical Republicans wanted to impeach President Johnson.

Notes:

1. Black Codes: codes restricting African Americans’ freedom

a. forced to work on farms or as servants 

b. prevented from owning guns, holding meetings, or renting property in cities.

2. Radical Republicans: 

a. group in Congress that wanted to protect the rights of African Americans b. 

b. wanted the federal government to play a larger role in Reconstruction

3. Thirteenth Amendment ended slavery

4, Civil Rights Act of 1866: African Americans gained the same legal rights as whites

5. Fourteenth Amendment: guaranteed U.S. citizenship and equal protection under
the law to all naturalized citizens

6. Reconstruction Acts: acts requiring southern states to support the

7. Fifteenth Amendment provided equal rights to vote and African American men were enfranchised.

8. Congress tried to restrict President Johnson’s power because they knew he did not support their policies on Reconstruction.

9. In one year, 1866: Congress passed the Civil Rights Act , the Reconstruction Act, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments. 

Odd and Ends

1. Shortly after the end of the Civil War, every southern state passed Black Codes.

3. Radical Republicans considered the Black Codes to be undemocratic and cruel.

3. President Andrew Johnson vetoed a bill that would have allowed military courts to try individuals accused of violating the rights of African Americans.

4. Congress overrode President Johnson’s veto of the Civil Rights Act of 1866.

5. The Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed citizenship and equal protection under the law to all people born or naturalized within the United States, women and American Indians were excluded.

6. Although President Johnson was impeached for firing Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, the Senate failed to convict Johnson.

7. African American votes helped Ulysses S. Grant win the 1868 presidential election.

8. By 1870 all of the former Confederate states had rejoined the Union.
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	1. e 


4. d

2. f 


5. b

3. a 


6. c
	BCR. Landowners provide the tools to the sharecropper and at harvest time, a portion of the crop goes to the landowner to pay for the rent.


	1. T

2. F; They were designed to help white southerners economically.

3. T

4. T

5. T
	6. F; American Indians were excluded.

7. T

8. T

9. T

10. F; It gave African American men the right to vote.


11. Civil Rights Act of 1866:  gave African Americans the same legal rights as whites

12. Fourteenth Amendment:  guaranteed citizenship to all males born in the US that are over 21 & equal protection under the law to all naturalized citizens

13. Reconstruction Acts:  gave African Americans the right to vote

14. Fifteenth Amendment:  gave all (male) citizens the right to vote

15. The Black Codes restricted African Americans’ rights by prevented them from owning guns, holding meetings, or renting property in cities.

16. Congress tried to restrict President Andrew Johnson’s power because they knew he did not support their policies on Reconstruction.

17. Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866, the Reconstruction Acts, and the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments. These gave African Americans citizenship and equal protection under the law and gave black males the right to vote.

LITERATURE
1. railroad passenger cars that were designated for African Americans to ride in

2. that separate cars and treatment received in those cars were a way of making African Americans feel  inferior.

3. usually left the car and let the white men do as they pleased 

4.  an African American was usually arrested and was sometimes lynched.

5. The author is opposed to the concept of "separate yet equal" and believes that only the whites benefit by legal segregation
Summary: In today’s lesson, we explain how Black Codes restricted the freedoms of African Americans, we analyzing the reasons why Radical Republicans wanted to impeach President Johnson.

Homework: Black Codes & Radical Republicans

Black Codes: codes restricting African Americans’ freedom

Radical Republicans: a group in Congress that wanted to protect the rights of African Americans 

Name __________________________ Class _______________ Date ________________ CHA
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PTER
IDENTIFYING CONCEPTS Match the letters of the descriptions with the appropriate terms.

______1. Black Codes 



______ 4. Fourteenth Amendment

______2. Radical Republicans 


______ 5. Reconstruction Acts

______3. Civil Rights Act of 1866 

______ 6. Fifteenth Amendment

a. provided African Americans with the same legal rights as white Americans

b. acts that divided the South into five military districts and required new state constitutions

c. gave African American men the right to vote

d. guaranteed citizenship to anyone born in or made a citizen of the U.S. with the exception of American Indians

e. laws that limited the freedom of African Americans

f. group in Congress that wanted the South to change dramatically before rejoining the Union

BCR. Explain how sharecropping works
TRUE/FALSE Indicate whether each statement below is true or false by writing T or F in the space provided. If the statement is false, explain why.

______ 1. Shortly after the end of the Civil War, every southern state passed Black Codes.

______ 2. Black Codes were designed to help African Americans economically.

______ 3. Radical Republicans considered the Black Codes to be undemocratic and cruel.

______ 4. President Andrew Johnson vetoed a bill that would have allowed military courts to try individuals accused of violating the rights of African Americans.

______ 5. Congress overrode President Johnson’s veto of the Civil Rights Act of 1866.

______ 6. The Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed citizenship and equal protection under the law to

all people born or naturalized within the United States, without exception.

______ 7. Although President Johnson was impeached for firing Secretary of War Edwin Stanton,

the Senate failed to convict Johnson.

______ 8. African American votes helped Ulysses S. Grant win the 1868 presidential election.

______ 9. By 1870 all of the former Confederate states had rejoined the Union.

______10. The Fifteenth Amendment gave women and African American men the right to vote.

Identify:

11. Civil Rights Act of 1866

12. Fourteenth Amendment

13. Reconstruction Acts

14. Fifteenth Amendment

15. What was the purpose of the Black Codes?

16. Why did Congress try to restrict President Johnson’s power?

17. How did Congress guarantee greater civil rights for African Americans in 1866-1869?

4.2 LITERATURE READING: “Jim Crow Cars”

The Jim Crow laws of the Reconstruction era legalized segregation in transportation,schools, parks, and other public places. African American poet Lizelia Augusta Jenkins Moorer protested against  the humiliation caused by such legalized discrimination. Although her poems speak with strong emotion, Moorer supports her arguments with concrete examples. As you read “Jim Crow Cars,” which was published in 1907, consider the problems faced by African Americans under segregation.

 JIM CROW CARS

If within the cruel Southland you have chanced to take a ride,

You the Jim Crow cars have noticed, how they crush a Negro’s pride,

How he pays a first class passage and a second class receives,

Gets the worst accommodations ev’ry friend of truth believes.

‘Tis the rule that all conductors, in the service of the train,

Practice gross(1) discriminations on the Negro—such is plain—

If a drunkard is a white man, at his mercy Negroes ar,

Legalized humiliation is the Negro Jim Crow car.

‘Tis a license given white men, they may go just where they please,

In the white man’s car or Negro’s will they move with perfect ease,

If complaint is made by Negroes the conductor will go out

Till the whites are through carousing, then he shows himself about.

They will often raise a riot, butcher up the Negroes there,

Unmolested will they quarrel, use their pistols, rant(2) and swear,

They will smoke among the ladies though offensive the cigar;

‘Tis the place to drink their whiskey, in the Negro Jim Crow car.

If a Negro shows resistance to his treatment by a tough,

At some station he’s arrested for the same, though not enough,

He is thrashed or lynched or tortured as will please the demon’s rage,

Mobbed, of course, by “unknown parties,” thus is closed the darkened page.
From Lizelia Augusta Jenkins Moorer. In Collected Black Women’s Poetry.Oxford University Press, 1988.

1 extreme

2 talk loudly
UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ After you have finished reading the selection, answer the following questions in the space provided.

1. What are the “Jim Crow cars” that the author refers to?

2. What does the author mean when she says that Jim Crow cars are “legalized humiliation”?

What are some examples of the humiliation suffered by African Americans who rode in those cars?

3. According to the author, what happened if an African American passenger complained to the conductor about the behavior of white men in the car?

4. According to the author, what happened to an African American passenger who resisted abuse by a white man?

5. How do you think the author feels about the concept of “separate-but-equal”? Who does the author think benefits most by legal segregation?

In your own words, summarize today’s lesson.
