Supreme Court Decision Sample

1. List the title and date of the Supreme Court Case.

Marbury v. Madison 1803

2. List the names of and individuals involved in the case, including important justices.

William Marbury, Presidents: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and Chief Justice John Marshall.

3. What is the background of the case?

The election of 1800 transferred power in the federal government from the Federalist Party to the Republican Party. In the closing days of President John Adams’s administration, the Federalists created many new government offices, appointing Federalists to fill them. One of the last-minute or “midnight” appointments was that of William Marbury. Marbury was named a justice of the peace for the District of Columbia. President Adams had signed the papers, but his secretary of state, John Marshall, somehow neglected to deliver the papers necessary to finalize the appointment.

4. Explain the Constitutional Issue?

Article III of the Constitution sets up the Supreme Court as the head

of the federal judicial system. Historians believe that the Founders meant the Court to have the power of judicial review, that is, the power to review the constitutionality of acts of Congress and to invalidate those that it determines to be unconstitutional. The Constitution, however, does not specifically give the Court this right. Chief Justice John Marshall, as a Federalist, believed strongly that the Supreme Court should have the power of judicial review. When the Marbury case presented the perfect opportunity to clearly establish that power, Marshall laid out several points which the court believed supported the right of judicial review. At the time the decision was viewed as a curtailment of the power of the president, but people today recognize that the case established, once and for all, the importance of the Supreme Court in American government.

5. What was the Supreme Court’s decision?

Marbury won the decision, and the court’s ruling came to stand for the monumental principle, so distinctive and dominant a feature of our constitutional system, that the Court may bind the coordinate branches of the national government to its rulings on what is the supreme law of the land.
6. Why is this Supreme Court decision important?

The Marbury v. Madison established the right of the Supreme Court to rule on the Constitutionality of laws (Judicial Review).
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