American Government
Ch 1

State - a political community

Nation -an independent state or country

Unitary (Government) -all key powers to central government.

Federal (Government) - divides the powers of government between the national government and state governments.

Autocracy - power and control reside in a single individual.

Democracy - the people hold control of government
Laissez-faire (economy)- a hands-off economy

Capitalism - free enterprise system

Ch2

Magna Carta – First constitution established to limit government

Divine Right – the concept that power of a king come from God

Oppression: to govern or rule harshly
Correspondence: to contact in writing.
Articles of Confederation – first government of the United States

Ratified – to approve

Compromise – a negotiation or finding the middle ground

Debate- to deliberate or to discuss
Ch3

Judicial Review _ the power of the courts to declare a law unconstitutional

Popular Sovereignty - rule by and with the consent of the people
Elastic Clause – allows the government to stretch its powers.

Enumerated Powers – powers listed in the Constitution
Impeach  - to accuse a government official of a crime.

Petition – to request a hearing

Libel- to damage a person in writing

Electoral College - elects the president of the United States

Ch 4

Implied Powers: power of Congress that are not explicit or written in the Constitution

Supremacy Clause:  the powers & laws of Congress are above state constitutions & laws.
Extradite: to return runaway criminals for trial.

Interstate Compacts: agreement or contract between states
States’ Rights: favors local action

Nationalism: favors federal action
Bureaucracy: government administrators & clerks

Sunset Laws: This law prohibits public officials from holding meetings not open to the public
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Census – counts the US population once every ten years  

Incumbent – a political candidate that is currently in office
(Party) Whips: help the floor leaders in persuading party members to support laws the party favors.

Quorum- is required number of members to be present for a legislative body to take official action.
Filibuster—is a legislative weapon, which allows unlimited debate to defeat a bill.

Cloture - limits senators’ speaking time
Seniority System: appointments are based on the number of years in office.
Standing Committees - deal with certain issues continuing from one Congress to the next.
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Habeas Corpus - court order that releases a person accused of a crime
Copyright - protects a writer’s works

Subpoena: legal order to appear in court 

Immunity: Giving this item to a witness means that he or she is free from the threat of prosecution

Impoundment -president's refusal to spend money 

Deadlock- Congress and or the President is not willing to compromise 

Magistrates - judges

Tyranny – oppression or dictatorship

