American Government 6. 4 Identifying Central Issues 

Drill: Impoundment & Deadlock

Impoundment - president’s refusal to spend money

Deadlock – Congress and or the President is not willing to compromise
Objective: Students will be able to identify the central issues that are the main ideas or the main questions in a piece of writing by researching today’s primary document.
Notes: 

Primary source documents

    A. original materials that were written/ created during the historical period under study. 

    B. were produced by eyewitnesses of, or participants in the historical events.

Today’s reading is by John Stuart Mill. 

    A. He was born in England in 1806.  

    B. John Stuart Mill was a major political and social thinker of his time. 

    C. His theories about the meaning of individual liberty and the role of government continue to have applications to society today.

Odds & Ends

1. gridlock  is caused by partisan political differences

2. a subpoena is a legal order for appearance in court

3. necessary and proper clause is an implied Congressional power

4. regulation of commerce is the power to regulate working conditions

5. authority to pass bills of attainder is denied to Congress 

6. being held in contempt is a punishment for refusal to testify

7. perjury occurs when a a witness is caught lying under oath

8. immunity is freedom from prosecution

9. writ of habeas corpus is a court order for release 

10. Congressional Budget Office is run by financial experts

Additional Information

12. Proposed laws to authorize spending money are called appropriations bills.

13. If you think Congress had the power to charter a bank, you believe in  loose
construction. 


15. Legislative oversight allows Congress to check on how the executive is
administering the law.

16. Robin Deykes is an example of an American who helped change FAA rules.

17. Legislative veto was found unconstitutional because it violated the separation of
powers.

18 President Nixon used this to combat economic problems with wage and price
freezes. 




20. Some historians believe that the checks and balances system causes gridlock.
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Terms to know:

magistrates - judges

revocable – able to retract
notion – an idea
axiomatic – self evident
speculations - theories
tyranny - oppression

1. John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, 1859
2. He was born in England in 1806, and was considered a major political and social thinker of his time. His theories about the meaning of individual liberty and the role of government continue to have applications to society today.
3. self-government

4. People need not be protected against the powers of government since the people themselves elect government officials to represent their interests.

5. Decisions made and supported by the majority of the people are applied to everyone whether they agree or disagree.

6. Mill’s central concern is the “tyranny of the majority,” the idea that self-government is not really “the power of people over themselves” but rather over each person by the majority of others.

Summary: In today’s we identified the central issues of John Stuart Mill’s “On Liberty” a primary document, 

Homework: Magistrates & Tyranny 

Magistrates - judges

Tyranny – oppression or dictatorship

Name ___________________________________________________________________ Date ______________ 
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	Column A

____1. court order for release

____2. denied to Congress

____3. implied Congressional powers

____4. power to regulate working conditions

____5. legal order for appearance in court

____6. punishment for refusal to testify

____7. a witness lying under oath

____8. freedom from prosecution

____9. partisan political differences

____10. Congressional Budget Office
	Column B

A. subpoena

B. regulation of commerce

C. gridlock

D. being held in contempt

E. writ of habeas corpus

F. immunity

G. financial experts

H. authority to pass bills of attainder

I. perjury

J. necessary and proper clause


____11. Laws for raising money for the federal government are called 

A. revenue bills. 




C. appropriations bills.

B. oversight powers. 




D. impoundment.

____12. Proposed laws to authorize spending money are called

A. bills of attainder. 




C. revenue bills.

B. writ of habeas corpus. 



D. appropriations bills.

____13. If you think Congress had the power to charter the Second Bank of the United States, you believe in

A. loose construction. 




C. strict construction.

B. impoundment. 




D. impeachment.

____14. Witnesses who do not tell the truth can be prosecuted for

A. impeachment. 




C. perjury.

B. impoundment. 




D. contempt.

____15. This power allows Congress to check on how the executive is administering the law.

A. impoundment 




C. immunity

B. legislative oversight 




D. impeachment

____16. Robin Deykes is an example of an American who

A. was impeached. 




C. was granted immunity.

B. practiced legislative oversight. 


D. helped change FAA rules.

____17. This action was found unconstitutional because it violated the separation of powers.

A. legislative veto 




C. legislative powers

B. presidential veto 




D. legislative override

____18. President Nixon used this to combat economic problems.

A. impoundment 




C. veto

B. wage and price freeze 



D. override

____19. The president’s refusal to spend money is called

A. immunity. 





C. impoundment.

B. revenue veto. 




D. impeachment.

____20. Some historians believe that the checks and balances system causes

A. impeachment. 




C. more legislative vetoes.

B. perjury. 





D. gridlock.

Define:

magistrates - 

revocable –

notion – 

axiomatic – 

speculations - 

tyranny - 
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Central issues are the main ideas or the main questions answered in a piece of writing. Below is an excerpt from John Stuart Mill’s essay On Liberty for you to practice the skill of identifying central issues.


Critical Thinking Answer the questions that follow.

What is the title and who is the author

What is the author’s background?

What is the general topic of this excerpt? 

According to Mill, why do people assume that a government elected by the people does not need to have limits placed on its powers? 

What does Mill mean by the phrase “tyranny of the majority”? 

Explain what you think is the central issue in this excerpt. 

In your own words, summarize today’s lesson

A time, however, came, in the progress of human affairs, when men ceased to think it a necessity of nature that their governors should be an independent power, opposed in interest to themselves. It appeared to them much better that the various magistrates of the State should be their tenants or  delegates, revocable at their pleasure. . . . 


What was now wanted was, that the rulers should be identified with the people; that their interest and will should be the interest and will of the nation. The nation did not need to be protected against its own will. . . .


...The notion, that the people have no need to limit their power over themselves, might seem axiomatic, when popular government was a thing only dreamed about, or read of as having existed at some distant period of the past....In time, however, a democratic republic came to occupy a large portion of the earth’s surface, and made itself felt as one of the most powerful members of the community of nations; and elective and responsible government became subject to the observations and criticisms which wait upon a great existing fact. It was now perceived that such phrases as ‘self-government,’ and ‘the power of the people over themselves,’ do not express the true state of the case.


The ‘people’ who exercise the power, are not always the same people with those over whom it is exercised; and the ‘self government’ spoken of, is not the government of each by himself, but of each by all the rest. The will of the people, moreover, practically means, the will of the most numerous or the most active part of the people; . . . and in political speculations ‘the tyranny of the majority’ is now generally included among the evils against which society requires to be on its guard.


—John Stuart Mill, On Liberty, 1859.








