American Government 6.3 Congress and the President

Drill: Subpoena & Immunity 

Subpoena -legal order to appear in court 

Immunity -Giving this item to a witness means that he or she is free from the threat of prosecution 

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to analyze the dynamics of the relationship between the legislative and executive branches of the federal government by researching today's reading. 

I. Cooperation and Conflict 

A. The members of Congress represent local interests. 

B. The Constitution's system of checks and balances may cause conflicts between
Congress and the President. 

C. Differences can affect relations between Congress and the president. 

D. Procedures in Congress may cause conflicts with the president. 

E. Members of Congress often serve in government longer than any president and
may resist the president's timetable for enacting laws. 

II. The Struggle for Power 

A. Congress can limit or end the emergency powers it has granted the president. 

B. Congress has reduced the president's power in planning the budget and spending
money that Congress has appropriated. 

C. The Congressional Budget Office provides financial experts to help Congress
increaseits role in planning the budget. 

Odds & Ends 

I. One presidential power is the veto 

2. A congressional power is the ability to override a presidential veto

3. A freeze on wages and prices combats economic problems 

4. The national budget is a yearly financial plan 

5. Impoundment is the president's refusal to spend money 

6. All bills Congress passes require the president's signature before they become law. 

7. James Burns, a political historian, argues that checks and balances result in
deadlock 

8. Gridlock between the president and Congress can occur because of partisan
political differences. 

9. Checks and balances makes it likely that the president and Congress will always compete for power. 

10. In 1974 Congress passed the Congressional Budget and Impoundment. Control Act in an effort to increase its role in planning the budget. 
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I. B 

6. A 

2. D 

7. B 

3. E 

8. A 

4. C 

9. C 

5. A 

10. C 

11. Budget -yearly financial plan 

12. Gridlock -when nothing moves 

13. Equality -equal treatment 

1. “Fifty-two”

2. It is the same number that is the number of cards in a pack

3. Knaves mean rascals or jokers.

4. No, some were petty, mean-spirited, shallow, lazy, narrow-minded, and bigoted.

5. The House had the power to originate revenue measures, impeach Federal officers, and elect the President if none of the candidates received a majority of votes cast in the Electoral College.

6. Hamilton said that was created to “correct the prejudices, check the intemperate passions, and regulate the fluctuations” of the House.

7. Jefferson said that he “doubted the wisdom of so aristocratic a body, chosen by the states rather than by the people.”

Summary: In today's lesson we analyze the dynamics of the relationship between the legislative and executive branches of the federal government. 

Homework: Impoundment & Deadlock 

Impoundment -president's refusal to spend money 

Deadlock- Congress and or the President is not willing to compromise 

Name _______________________________________________________Date_________________
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Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 
	Column A

______1. presidential power

______2. congressional power

______3. combats economic problems

______4. yearly financial plan

______5. president’s refusal to spend money


	Column B

A. impoundment

B. veto

C. national budget

D. override

E. freeze on wages and prices



In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
______6. All bills Congress passes require this before they become law.

A. the president’s signature 




C. a presidential veto

B. Supreme Court approval 




D. congressional override

______7. James Burns, a political historian, argues that checks and balances result in

A. an efficient government. 




C. equality for the people.

B. deadlock. 






D. desirable public policy.

______8. Gridlock between the president and Congress can occur because of

A. partisan political differences. 



C. federal government shutdowns.

B. cooperation between the two. 



D. overriding a presidential veto.

______9. This system makes it likely that the president and Congress will always compete for power.

A. impoundment 





C. checks and balances

B. national electorate 





D. national budget

______10. In 1974 Congress passed the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act in an effort

to increase

A. the budget.






C. its role in planning the budget.

B. federal spending. 





D. impoundment.

Terms to know:

11. Budget

12. Gridlock

13. Equality

Reading 6

Source Reading: Development of Congressional Powers from Congressional Anecdotes

BY PAUL F. BOLLER, JR.
As you read the following selection, note the differing opinions of Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton on the structure and powers of Congress.  
About the time Congress finally adjourned its first session, the Earl of Dartmouth asked an American visiting London how many members there were in America’s first Congress. “Fifty-two,” the

American told him. “Why, that is the number of cards in a pack,” said his Lordship brightly. “How many knaves are there?” “Not one,” snapped the American. “Please remember that knaves are court-cards.”

Most Americans expected their system of government to attract purer public servants than those of the

Old World monarchies.


The nation’s lawmakers turned out to be quite human, of course, all too human. In the years to come there were to be plenty of brilliant, hard-working, high-minded, conscientious, concerned, and dedicated members of both houses. But during the next two hundred years Congress was to have plenty of mediocrities as well: petty, mean-spirited, shallow, lazy, narrow-minded, and bigoted. But from the beginning the lawmakers themselves were acutely aware of their shortcomings. Pennsylvania’s William

Maclay filled his notes on the first Congress with cracks at his colleagues; but he was only the first of many Congressmen who groused about the deficiencies of the people with whom they worked. Self-criticism became an essential part of the new law-making branch of government. . . .

The House was given great powers: to originate revenue measures, impeach Federal officers, elect the President if none of the candidates received a majority of votes cast in the Electoral College. But the

Founding Fathers gave the Senate the power to amend or reject legislation coming from the House and to initiate its own legislation. Alexander Hamilton said the Senate was created to “correct the prejudices, check the intemperate passions, and regulate the fluctuations” of the House. 

Thomas Jefferson, however, doubted the wisdom of so aristocratic a body, chosen by the states rather than by the people. At breakfast with George Washington, according to an old tale, he protested the creation of the Senate as a check on the House. “Why did you pour that coffee into your saucer?” asked Washington. “To cool it,” said Jefferson. “Even so,” said Washington, “we pour legislation in to the Senatorial saucer to cool it.” Years later, however, Missouri’s Champ Clark, Speaker of the House when Woodrow Wilson was President, insisted that “the hot Senate” needed cooling off as frequently as the House did.”

1. How many members there were in America’s first Congress. 

2. According to the Earl of Dartmouth, why was this number important?

3. What did the earl mean when he asked, “How many knaves are there?”

4. Where all the nation’s lawmakers brilliant, hard-working, high-minded, and conscientious.

5. Name some of the House’s great powers.

6. What did Alexander Hamilton say about the Senate? 

7. How did Thomas Jefferson view the Senate? 

In your own words, summarize today’s lesson.
