American Government 6. 2 Investigations and Oversight

Drill: Habeas Corpus & Copyright 

Habeas Corpus -court order that releases a person accused of a crime 

Copyright -protects a writer's works 

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to discuss occasions in which Congress has exercised its power to conduct investigations and practice legislative oversight by researching today's reading. 

I. The Power to Investigate, 

A. Congress can investigate the conduct and ethics of government officials and members of Congress. 

B. Investigations have a variety of consequences that range from the proposing new laws to deal with a problem to removing officials from office. 

C. Congressional investigations collect evidence, subpoena witnesses, and grant witnesses immunity, but they are not trials. 

II. Legislative Oversight 

A. Congress uses the power of legislative oversight to weigh how well the executive branch carries out the laws enacted by Congress. 

B. Congress is required to review and study, on a continuing basis, how the laws are administered, applied, and executed. 

C. Congress uses its legislative powers to require executive agencies to submit reports on their activities, to review those agencies' budgets. 

D. Congress can conduct special investigations when it suspects wrongdoing. 

E. Special investigations when Congress suspects wrongdoing, or even the threat of such investigations, acts as a strong deterrent to defying the intent of Congress. 

Odds & Ends 

1. legal order is a subpoena 

2. perjury is lying under oath 

3. contempt is willful obstruction 

4. Colonel Oliver North was granted immunity to testify 

5. legislative oversight is a form of checks and balances 

6. Giving immunity to a witness means that he or she is free from the threat of prosecution. 

7. Congressional committees may punish people who refuse to testify by holding them in contempt. 

8. Through legislative oversight, Congress can check on how the executive branch is administering the law. 

9. A Congressional legislative veto was found unconstitutional. 

10. Senator Joseph McCarthy drew condemnation for his smear tactics during investigations. 

