EXPECTANCIES SOCIAL STUDIES

“If you do your best, you will earn credit”
Philosophy  
This course of study will reflect the new paradigm that is being used in social studies. It was developed in response to a shift in education throughout our state: a move away from the rote memorization and toward the critical thinking skills necessary for the new High School Performance Assessment Program.
Credit Requirements

This course is worth .5 credits. Students use credit to earn a high school diploma. To receive credit, students will have to demonstrate competency.
Language Skills
Reading comprehension is the ultimate goal of vocabulary instruction. This course will focus on a unique approach of incorporating vocabulary as part of the instructional activities. Students will be expected to learn two vocabulary words for Homework for each lesson. A Vocabulary test will be given each Thursday to evaluate student performance.
Data Collection

Keeping accurate notes is an important academic skill. Student will be expected to keep all resource material in a hardback, three-ring notebook (81/2” X 11”).  Notebook assignments will be collected and graded at the end of the trimester. Your best work will be used for your Portfolio.

Student Citizenship 
Citizenship is an important life skill. Civility and civic virtue are two important social skills.  Civility is defined as correct politeness or socially acceptable behavior. This includes language, dress, and hygiene that are appropriate for school. Lack of civility may cause the student to fail the course.
Civic virtue relates to all of the responsibilities that a student must uphold. These responsibilities include deportment, punctuality, attendance, following directions, and working to the best of one’s abilities. Lack of civic virtue may cause the student to fail the course. 
Exams
Evaluations will be given throughout the trimester. A final exam will be given at the end of the trimester. Lack of grades may cause the student to fail the course. All students will be evaluated fairly and without bias. Each student will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate their competency and earn credit. 
Portfolio
A portfolio is a collection of the student’s best work. Each student’s portfolio will demonstrate their competency in social studies skills that have been established by the Maryland State Department of Education. Beginning in June 2004, the Maryland High School Assessment will be used to determine students’ eligibility to receive a diploma.

Each portfolio will contain samples of the following skills: Vocabulary, Data Interpretation, Issue Analysis, Map Analysis, Political Cartoon Interpretation, Point of View/Bias Detection, Primary Document Analysis, Problem Solving, Letter Writing, and Content Knowledge. A rubric will be used to evaluate the portfolio.
EXPECTANCIES SOCIAL STUDIES

REVIEW
1. Why is credit more important than grades? 

2. How many credits are required for a high school diploma?

3. How many credits can students earn a trimester?

4. How many credits do you, personally need to graduate? And; when do you see yourself graduating?

5. What will occur every Thursday in this class?

6. What is grade is considered passing?

7. Complete the phrase: If I do my best…..

1. Why is credit more important than grades? 

Credit helps student earn their high school diploma.

2. How many credits are required for a high school diploma?

Twenty-four credits. Three credits are required in Social studies.

3. How many credits can students earn a trimester?

Student can earn three credits. A half credit can be earned for each course. 

4. How many credits do you, personally need to graduate?

When do you see yourself graduating?

5. What will occur every Thursday in this class?

A vocabulary test. Student will be required to know the spelling and definitions for their assigned homework/vocabulary terms. 

6. What is grade is considered passing?

Students must earn a seventy or higher to earn credit. 

7. Complete the phrase: If I do my best…..

I will earn credit.

US History Homework: Portfolio  & Civility 

Portfolio – is a collection of the student’s best work. 

Civility – means correct politeness or socially acceptable behavior. This includes language, dress, and hygiene that are appropriate for school

American Government History Homework: Paradigm & Civic virtue

Paradigm – means to change

Civic virtue – means student responsibilities: these responsibilities include behavior, punctuality, and attendance, following directions, and working to the best of one’s abilities. 
