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USHX_9.2_The Taft Administration
Drill: Arbitration & Anarchist
OBJECTIVES

I will identify how William Howard Taft’s administration was similar to and different from Roosevelt’s administration by analyzing the progressives’ reasons for turning against President Taft.

Terms to Know:

• letter of the law (273): what is directly stated in the law

• white-livered skunk (274): hateful coward

• special interests (276): groups with money who try to influence politicians

• tariff (274): tax on imports and exports

• steward (275): someone who is responsible for something

• assassin (276): murderer

• Payne-Aldrich Tariff: a bill passed by Congress that reduced many tariffs but raised others

• New Freedom: President Wilson’s plan that called for government action against monopolies 
Understanding Main Ideas

1. c 

3. c

2. a 

4. d

Classifying Information

1. progressives

2. Taft

3. Taft

4. progressives

Identifying Concepts

1. d 

5. a

2. e 

6. h

3. g 

7. c

4. f 

8. b

Homework: New Nationalism & Bull Moose Party
New Nationalism: Roosevelt’s program that called for a strong president, more active business regulation, and additional social welfare programs

Bull Moose: a political party formed in 1912 by followers of Theodore Roosevelt
Name __________________________ Class _______________ Date ________________
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USHX_9.2_The Taft Administration
Some expressions to understand:

• letter of the law (273): 

• white-livered skunk (274): 

• special interests (276): 

• tariff (274): 

• steward (275): 

• assassin (276

• Payne-Aldrich Tariff

• New Freedom
UNDERSTANDING MAIN IDEAS, write the letter of the best choice in the space provided.

______ 1. Who did Theodore Roosevelt suggest as the Republican candidate for president in 1908?

a. Eugene V. Debs

b. William Jennings Bryan

c. William Howard Taft

d. Woodrow Wilson

______ 2. Why was Taft opposed to some progressive reforms?

a. He believed law, not personal beliefs or public opinion, should control government actions.

b. He believed government should follow public opinion.

c. He agreed with Roosevelt that the president should have a great deal of power.

d. He supported the idea of socialism.

______ 3. How many antitrust lawsuits did Taft begin?

a. none

b. 45

c. 90

d. 115

______ 4. Business leaders became angry with Taft because

a. he was unable to eliminate trusts.

b. he was cautious in beginning reforms.

c. he appointed corporate lawyers to his cabinet.

d. he prosecuted companies under the antitrust laws.

Do the STATEMENTS belong to: TAFT or PROGRESSIVES?

1. wanted laws to eliminate trusts entirely

2. believed in following existing antitrust laws

3. defended the Payne-Aldrich Tariff

4. criticized the Payne-Aldrich Tariff

IDENTIFYING CONCEPTS Match the letters of the descriptions with the appropriate terms or names.

______ 1. Gifford Pinchot 

______ 5. Jane Addams

______ 2. Richard Ballinger 

______ 6. Eugene V. Debs

______ 3. New Nationalism 

______ 7. Woodrow Wilson

______ 4. Bull Moose Party 

______ 8. New Freedom

a. reformer who supported the Progressive Party’s goals

b. Wilson’s plan that called for government action against monopolies

c. pro-reform Democratic Party candidate for president in 1912

d. his firing by Taft angered many conservationists 

e. secretary of the interior who was accused of hurting conservation efforts

f. nickname of the Progressive Party

g. Roosevelt’s plan for government that called for a strong president, more active regulation

of business, and new social welfare measures

h. Socialist Party candidate for president in 1912

