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American Government 9.2 Roles of the President

Drill: Forum  - Mandate 
Forum - medium for discussion (eg: TV, radio, Internet, & newspapers)

Mandate - expressed will of the people (what the people want)

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Students will be able to describe the seven major roles of the president by reading and completing today’s assignment.

I. As head of state, the president: (page 252)

A. represents the nation at ceremonial functions;

B. a symbol of the entire United States.

II. As chief executive, the president: (pages 253–254)

A. heads the 2 million person executive branch;

B. influences how laws are executed 

C. grants pardons, reprieves, or amnesty.

III. As chief legislator, the president: (pages 254–255)

A. proposes legislation to Congress, usually in the State of the Union Address;

B. has the threat of the veto to influence Congress 

IV. As economic planner, the president: (page 256)

A. promotes high employment, production, and purchasing power;

B.  required to prepare the federal budget each year.

V. As party leader, the president: (pages 256–257)

A. helps raise party funds and plan campaign strategies;

B. uses political patronage to appoint party members to government jobs.

VI. As chief diplomat, the president: (pages 257–258)

A. directs foreign policy and oversees foreign affairs information agencies;

B. has sole power to make treaties, with Senate approval;

VII. As commander in chief, the president: (pages 258–259)

A. shares with Congress power to wage war.

B. may use the armed forces to end disorders or give aid in natural disasters.

	Executive orders: an executive’s rules that have the force of law

Reprieve: a postponement of legal punishment

Pardon: a release from legal punishment

Executive agreement: a pact between the president and the head of a foreign government; 

Diplomatic recognition: acknowledging the legal existence of another government
	1. C 


6. A

2. E 


7. B

3. A 


8. C

4. B 


9. D

5. D 


10. A




Summary: The State of the Union speech contains information about the president’s possible legislative proposals for the coming year.
Homework: 

Amnesty: a group pardon to individuals for an offense against the government 

Line-item veto: the power to strike individual items from a spending bill without vetoing the whole bill
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American Government  9.2  Roles of the President

Terms to Know

Executive orders 

Reprieve 

Pardon 

Executive agreement 

Diplomatic recognition 

Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 
	Column A

_____1. head of state

_____2. rules that have the force of law

_____3. postponement of legal punishment

_____4. release from legal punishment

_____5. group pardon


	Column B

A. reprieve

B. pardon

C. the president

D. amnesty

E. executive orders



In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the

statement or answers the question. (4 points each)

_____6. This term means that the president refuses to allow a federal department to spend money

Congress has appropriated.

A. impoundment 




C. executive order

B. pardon 





D. reprieve

_____7. This item gives the president the power to veto part of a bill.

A. override 





C. executive order

B. line-item veto 




D. reprieve

_____8. This program allows young people to help society and earn money for training or college.

A. Volunteer America 



C. AmeriCorps

B. Youth Corps 




D. Rock the Vote

_____9. Supporting the president and party during an election may lead to

A. a pardon. 





C. impoundment.

B. a reprieve. 





D. patronage.

_____10. Pacts between the president and heads of foreign governments are called

A. executive agreements. 



C. pardons.

B. reprieves. 





D. executive orders.

Why do members of Congress pay close attention to the State of the Union message? 
