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USHX Chapter 8.3 Reforming the Workplace
Drill: Progressives & Muckrakers

Progressives: reformers who wanted to improve social and political problems 

Muckrakers: journalists who wrote about corruption in business and politics

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to identify ways that progressives attempted to change labor laws and the courts’ reaction to labor legislation by explaining how unions tried to improve working conditions.

Notes

1. In the late 1800s many children had to work to help support their families. 

2. Girls often cooked for boarders, and boys shined shoes on the streets. 

3. Many children also worked in mines, mills, and factories.

4. Children often worked long hours for little pay in dangerous work environments. 

5. The terrible situation of these children led many progressives to work to get laws passed to protect children in the workplace.
Terms to know:

• flying spools (247): fast-moving parts of weaving machines

• boardmember (248): member of the group that runs an organization

• shirtwaist (248): woman’s blouse with details copied from men’s shirts

• means of production (251): money, equipment, and buildings used in business

• class struggle (251): conflict between groups of people 

1. Florence Kelley 



6. 5 million

2. eight-hour 



7. capitalism

3. fire





8. Industrial Workers

4. Maryland of the World

5. Lochner v. New York

1. F; In 1900 more than 1.75 million children under 15 years of age worked in industry

2. F; Florence Kelley became the leader of the progressive crusade against child labor.

3. T

4. F; Progressives wanted an eight-hour workday.

5. T

6. F; In 1902 Maryland became the first of many states to adopt a workers’ compensation law.

7. F; In the 1908 case Muller v. Oregon, the Supreme Court upheld laws limiting the number of hours women could work.

8. T

9. T

10. T

Summary: In 1911 a fire broke out at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company in New York City. By the time firefighters finally brought the fire under control, 146 workers had died. 

Homework: Capitalism & Socialism 

Capitalism: an economy in which private businesses run industries

Socialism: system in which the government own and operate a nation’s industries
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USHX _8.3: Reforming the Workplace
Terms to know:

• flying spools (247): 

• boardmember (248): 

• shirtwaist (248): 

• means of production (251): 

• class struggle (251): 

READING THE SECTION As you read the section, circle the boldface word or phrase that best completes each statement below.

1. Florence Kelley / Samuel Gompers became the leader of the progressive crusade against child labor.

2. One important goal of the progressives was the creation of the eight-hour / twelve-hour workday.

3. In 1911, 146 workers died at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory when they could not escape from the building during a fire / bomb explosion.

4. Maryland / Texas became the first of many states to adopt workers’ compensation laws, which provide money to people who are injured on the job.

5. In the case Muller v. Oregon / Lochner v. New York, the Supreme Court ruled that states could not restrict ordinary workers’ hours.

6. In 1920 there were about 5 million / 500 million people who belonged to unions.

7. In the system called socialism / capitalism, private businesses run most industries, and competition determines how much goods cost and how much workers are paid.

8. The Industrial Workers of the World / American Federation of Labor, which worked to bring all laborers together into one large industrial union, was founded by socialists and union leaders in 1905 and was led by William D. Haywood.

TRUE/FALSE  Indicate whether each statement below is true or false by writing T or F in the space provided. If the statement is false, explain why.

______ 1. In 1900 it was very rare for children to work in mines, mills, or factories.

______ 2. Jane Addams became the leader of the progressive crusade against child labor.

______ 3. The Supreme Court declared federal child labor laws passed by Congress in 1916 and 1919 unconstitutional.

______ 4. Progressives wanted to limit the number of hours in the workday to twelve.

______ 5.A fire in the Triangle Shirtwaist Company factory in 1911 left 146 workers dead.

______ 6. In 1902 Texas became the first of many states to adopt a workers’ compensation law.

______ 7. In the 1908 case Muller v. Oregon, the Supreme Court overturned laws limiting the number of hours women worked.

______ 8. Under capitalism most industries are privately run, and competition sets prices and wages.

______ 9. Under socialism the government or workers own and operate the means of production.

______10. Led by William D. Haywood, the Industrial Workers of the World attempted to bring all laborers together into one large industrial union that would try to overthrow capitalism.

Summarize the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire: 

