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USHX 8.1 The Spirit of Reform The Gilded Age
Drill: Dingy & Mockery

Dingy – dull or dirty

Mockery – ridicule or to belittle

OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to explain how political “bosses” controlled city politics by researching some of the problems associated with the federal government during the Gilded Age.

Notes:

1. In the 1800s, reformers began working to improve society. 

2. They tried to reform government, regulate business, and improve working conditions.

3. Women focused their efforts on banning alcohol and on getting the right to vote. 

4. Minorities worked to promote equality and end discrimination. 

5. Social mobility is the ability to gain a better position in society

6. A motto is a brief statement that expresses a point of view or goal

7. Bosses are political leaders who controlled elections through bribery and payoffs

8. The Pendleton Civil Service Act is a law passed in 1883 that set up a merit system for awarding government jobs under the Civil Service Commission

9. Benjamin Harrison was the U.S. president who controlled inflation 

10. Tammany Hall was a New York City political machine 

11. William Marcy Tweed was the political boss in New York City

12. Crédit Mobilier was the construction company that made corrupt legislators rich at the public’s expense

13. Grover Cleveland was the U.S. president who tried to hire and fire government employees on the basis of merit rather than party loyalty 





14. Mark Twain was the co-author of The Gilded Age

15. Mugwumps were Republican reformers 

	1. g 



5. h

2. f 



6. c

3. e 



7. a

4. b 



8. d
	1. F 



5. F

2. T 



6. T

3. F 



7. F

4. T 



8. T


9. Some Americans demanded civil service reform because of widespread corruption. Government jobs were often awarded to the friends and supporters of whoever was in office

10. Cleveland won the 1884 presidential election based on his reform platform.

Summary: In today’s lesson we were able to explain how political “bosses” controlled city politics and we researched some of the problems associated with the federal government during the Gilded Age.

Homework: Political Machines & Mugwumps

Political Machines: organizations that guaranteed votes at election time 

Mugwumps: (slang) Republican reformers in the 1884 presidential election 

Name __________________________ Class _______________ Date ________________
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USHX 8.1 The Spirit of Reform The Gilded Age
IDENTIFYING CONCEPTS Match the letters of the descriptions with the appropriate terms or names.

______ 1. Benjamin Harrison 



______ 5. Tammany Hall

______ 2. Grover Cleveland 



______ 6. Mark Twain

______ 3. William Marcy Tweed 



______ 7. Crédit Mobilier

______ 4. mugwumps 




______ 8. Charles Guiteau

a. construction company that made corrupt legislators rich at the public’s expense 

b. Republican reformers who objected to the nomination of James G. Blaine for president

c. co-author of The Gilded Age

d. shot and killed President James A. Garfield

e. political boss in New York City

f. U.S. president who tried to hire and fire government employees on the basis of merit rather than party loyalty

g. U.S. president who controlled inflation and helped pass the Sherman Antitrust Act

h. New York City political machine that was known throughout the country

EVALUATING INFORMATION Mark each statement T if it is true or F if it is false.

______ 1. Political bosses made promises but never helped people get jobs.

______ 2. Political machines often paid people to vote for their candidates.

______ 3. President Grant’s administration was known for being free of corruption.

______ 4. Some members of Congress took part in corrupt activities.

______ 5. The man who killed President Garfield was a political radical.

______ 6. Republican reformers supported Democratic candidate Grover Cleveland because he was known for his honesty.

______ 7. The corruption of the Gilded Age got worse after President McKinley was elected.

______ 8. The Pendleton Civil Service Act established a merit system.

9. Why did some Americans demand civil service reform?

10. Who won the 1884 presidential election?

Write a definition for:
1. social mobility 

2.  motto 

3. merit 

4.  initially 

5. bosses

6.  Pendleton Civil Service Act
APTER

