USHX Chapter 7.4  Immigrants and Cities. 

Reading Biographies- P. T. Barnum
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Drill: Mass Culture & Realism

Mass Culture: leisure and cultural activities experienced by large numbers of people

Realism: writing that concentrates on presenting accurate images of American society.

Objective: Students will analyze how, Americans enjoyed their leisure time by researching the life of one of the greatest showmen of this period, Phineas Taylor (P. T.) Barnum,“the great American showman.”

Notes:

1. Mark Twain was an author whose real name was Samuel Clemens 

2. The growth of publishing affected other aspects of mass culture.

Magazines and daily newspapers provided local, national, and world news, advertisements for the latest products, and information on sports and entertainment.

3. Popular literature was intended to prepare young people for the future.  

4. Novels written by Louisa May Alcott and Horatio Alger were aimed at younger readers and offered the advice that they could achieve success and rise above their humble beginnings by being honest and hard working.

5. President Cleveland called the literacy test “narrow, and un-American.”

6. Spectator sports are more popular today than they were in the late 1800s. Most people played sports like baseball and basketball.

7. P.T. Barnum created the Greatest Show on Earth.

8. Realism is writing that concentrated on presenting accurate images of American society

9. Jane Addams founded Hull House

10. Louisa May Alcott wrote stories about young women and domestic life

11. Henry Cabot Lodge senator from Massachusetts who opposed immigration

12. George Eastman improved camera film and made cheaper cameras and developing services available through the Kodak company

13. Frederick Law  Olmsted designed Central Park
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1. Barnum first become involved in show business by displaying an African American woman whom he claimed was the nurse of George Washington and was over 160.

2. Barnum had some legitimate educational displays but also sensational exhibits like the Feejee Mermaid and the Bearded Lady. The Egress was the exit— Barnum used this trick to get people to leave the museum.

3. Barnum organized tours for Tom Thumb and Jenny Lind.

4. After retiring, Barum create a three-ring circus that was to be The Greatest Show on Earth.

5. Advertisements for The Greatest Show on Earth might include such items as elephants, clowns, and a three-ring circus.

Summary: In today’s lesson we analyze how, Americans enjoyed their leisure time by researching the life of P. T. Barnum,“the great American showman.”

Homework: Dingy & Mockery 

Dingy – dull or dirty

Mockery – ridicule or to belittle

