USHX 7.2 Immigrants and Cities: City Life
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DRILL: Steerage & Benevolent Societies

Steerage: the area below a ship’s deck where most immigrants traveled 

Benevolent Societies: organizations formed by immigrants to help each other in cases of sickness, unemployment, and death

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to identify problems that resulted from rapid urban growth by analyzing the period of mass immigration to cities

Notes: Around the 

1. 1800s-Immigrants and African Americans from the South began to moving to the cities 

2. As a result, city centers became very crowded. 

3. Urban leaders worked to improve city life. 

4. Many urban areas were unprepared for the tremendous growth they experienced. 5.Overcrowding and lack of sanitation led to health problems for the poor. 

6. City residents joined together to start benevolent societies. 

7. Workers formed unions to help those who were injured on the job. 

8. Churches became the centers of social and political life for many African Americans.

Understanding Cause and Effect

1. Steam-powered safety elevators and stronger, lower-cost steel become available.

2. Cities develop mass transit.

3. Affordable housing is in short supply.

4. Many middle-class Americans move to the suburbs.

	Organizing Information

1. c 

3. a

2. b 

4. d
	Reviewing Facts

1. settlement houses

2. Hull House

3. U.S. citizens
	4. Andrew Carnegie

5. museums

6. department stores


True or False

1. F; Urban growth during the late 

2. F; Rural residents moved to the cities.

3. T

4. T

5. F; A subway is a railroad built underground.

6. F; cities had few rules.

7. T

8. F;  often staffed by college-educated women.

9. T

10. T

Summary: Many urban areas were unprepared for the tremendous growth they experienced. Rapid population growth led to shortages of affordable housing.
Homework: Suburbs & Hull House

Suburb - residential neighborhoods outside of the downtown areas.

Hull House - an organization that offered help to poor people in the late 1800s. 
Name __________________________ Class _______________ Date ________________
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UNDERSTANDING CAUSE AND EFFECT Use the items below to fill in each blank with a cause or effect related to the event listed in the column beside the blank.

• Steam-powered safety elevators and stronger, lower-cost steel become available.

• Affordable housing is in short supply.

• Many middle-class Americans move to the suburbs.

• Cities develop mass transit.

CAUSE EFFECT

1. ____________________ Architects can build skyscrapers in downtown areas.

2. ____________________ horse-drawn carts.

3. ____________________ The poor are crowded into substandard tenements.

4. ____________________ City streets are overcrowded with people and Downtowns are noisy and crowded.

REVIEWING FACTS Choose the correct item from the following list to complete the statements below.

museums 


Andrew Carnegie 


U.S. citizens 

department stores 

Hull House 



settlement houses

1. Neighborhood centers in poor areas that offered education, recreation, and social activities were called _______________________ .

2. Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr founded _______________________ in Chicago.

3. Addams and her staff helped immigrants become _______________________ .

4. The philanthropist _______________________ donated millions of dollars to build public libraries.

5. Philanthropists tried to educate the public and create beautiful city centers by building _______________ .

6. Large retail shops called _______________________ sold a great variety of goods in one location.

TRUE/FALSE Indicate whether each statement below is true or false by writing T or F in the space provided. If the statement is false, explain why.

______ 1. Immigrants accounted for all the urban population growth in the late 1800s.

______ 2. An advertising campaign by city governments encouraged rural residents to move to large northern and midwestern cities.

______ 3. Advances such as steam-powered elevators and stronger, lower-cost steel helped bring about the spread of skyscrapers in American cities during the late 1800s.

______ 4. City planners created mass transit systems to ease congestion on crowded city streets.

______ 5.A suburb is a railroad built underground.

______ 6. City governments had strict rules requiring landlords to provide safe apartment buildings.

______ 7. African Americans often worked with their churches to improve urban community life.

______ 8. Settlement houses such as Hull House were often staffed by college-educated men.

______ 9. Libraries, museums, and parks were built to improve the quality of city life.

______10. Department stores such as Wanamaker’s in Philadelphia grew popular with shoppers by offering low-priced goods in a luxurious atmosphere.

Summarize today’s lesson

