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USHX 7.1 Immigrants and Cities

GEOGRAPHY ACTIVITIES

The Growth of Cities

During the late 1800s, immigrants as well as native-born Americans moved to cities in record numbers.  In 1850 there were only 6 cities in the United States with a population greater than 100,000; by 1870 this number had increased to 15.  In 1870 there were 45 cities with a population of more than 25,000, and by 1900 this number had grown to 145.  In fact, by 1900 only 60 percent of the population was living in rural areas and 40 percent was living in urban areas. Study the map below, and then answer the questions that follow.

Large Cities, 1900
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BCRs:

1. In what states were the 10 largest cities located?

2. Which city had the largest population in 1900?

3. Which 2 of the 10 largest cities in the United States in 1900 were located in the Midwest?

4. Immigrants who first entered the United States in San Francisco were probably from what continent? 

5. Why were most of the largest cities in 1900 located in the North? Why were all 10 of the largest cities located near an ocean, a river, or a lake?

In your own words summarize today’s lesson

USHX 7.1 Immigrants and Cities

GEOGRAPHY ACTIVITIES

1. California, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania

2. New York

3. Chicago and St. Louis

4. Asia

5. Most of the large northern cities had industries, which allowed people with different skills and talents to find work. Also, many immigrants coming to the United States settled in the North because of the industrial work. Moreover, African Americans moved to the North from the South to escape racial prejudice and search for work in industries. The 10 largest cities were located near water because industries originally needed the water to power their machinery and because they needed to be close to shipping routes.

