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American Government 9.4 Map Analysis

Drill: Covert & Patronage
Covert  - secret 

Patronage - The appointment of political supporters to political office
Lesson Objective

Students will be able to analyze a presidential election map by identify issues related to a election. 

Notes:

1. Political maps ‑ show the location/boundaries of governmental units.

2. Physical maps ‑ show land forms and other important physical features of the earth.

3. Population maps ‑ show where people live and how many live in each area.

4. Economic maps ‑ show products or economic activities.

5. Climate maps ‑ show average temperature and rainfall.

6. Maps may contain a variety of elements such as: title, compass rose, date, legend/key symbols, map scale, source

7. A presidential election map can show you at a glance the states and regions that supported a particular candidate. 

8. Voting patterns before the 1950s showed strong Democratic support in the southeast; much of the US was dominated by the Republican Party.

1. This is a Political Map.

2. The Presidential Election for 1956 and 1964
3. The most important elements in this map are the title and the keys. It provides the time and the political alignment of the two elections.

4. 1956 winner: Dwight D. Eisenhower, Republican; 1964 winner: Lyndon B. Johnson, Democrat

5. Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina

6. Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, North Carolina 

7. Florida, Tennessee Brennan and Marshall recognized that some voluntary statements would be excluded
8. In the landslide elections of 1956 and 1964, the map illustrated a shift from traditional Republican support to the Democratic Party.
Summary: In today’s lesson, I reviewed important critical thinking skills and reinforced my basic map reading skills. 

Homework:  Compass Rose & Map Scale

Compass Rose: show the four major direction on a map (N, S, W, &E)

Map Scale: show distance and size on map
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1. What type of map is this?

2. What does the title mean?

3. Explain which map elements are most important for understanding this map. Why?

4. Who was the winner (candidate and party) in the:

1956 election

1964 election? 

5. Compare the two maps. Which southern states that voted:

Democratic in 1956 

Republican in 1964

6. Which southern states did not change their voting patterns between the 1956 and 1964 elections?

7. What conclusions can you make about the information on this map?

8. Which southern states that voted Republican in 1956 voted Democratic in 1964? 

Summary: What did you learn from today’s lesson?

