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American Government 9.1 Presidential Powers

Drill: Chief Justice & EOP 

Chief Justice: is the head of the Supreme Court 

EOP – is the Executive Office of the President experts, experts advise the president.

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Students will be able to summarize the historical changes in the powers of the presidency by reading and completing the assignment

I. Constitutional Powers (pages 245–247)

A. The executive branch is needed to hold the legislative branch in check.

B. Article II grants the president broad but vaguely described powers. 

II. Informal Sources of Power (pages 247–249)

A. Presidents have added to their powers by their actions

B. During national crises greatly expanded the powers of the executive branch.

C. Modern presidents claim their ideas and policies represent a mandate from the people

III. Limits on Presidential Power (pages 249–250)

A. The Constitution gives Congress the power to limit presidential authority

a. overriding a veto 

b. impeaching and removing the president from office for clear abuse of power.

B. The federal courts also limit the president’s power. 

a. The Supreme Court can overturn presidential actions

b. Declaring the president’s actions as unconstitutional

C. The federal bureaucracy sometimes limits presidential power by obstructing programs or failing to carry them out properly.

D. Public opinion can limit the president’s actions

	1. D 


6. C

2. A 


7. A

3. E 


8. B

4. C 


9. D

5. B 


10. D
	Why the Founders Wanted a Strong Executive

1. Without a strong, independent executive, the government would have no one to carry out the laws.

2. protect liberty, private property, and businesses; hold the legislative branch in check.

	Presidential Powers Granted in the Constitution:

1. commander-in-chief of the armed forces

2. appoints—with Senate consent—the heads of executive departments

3. conducts foreign policy, makes treaties, and appoints ambassadors
	4. appoints federal court judges, grants pardons, and may reduce punishments

5. ensures that the laws are “faithfully executed”

6. delivers an annual State of the Union message 7. proposes legislation

8. calls Congress into special session when necessary


The lesson was about strong presidents and how they sometimes defy even the Supreme Court.
CHAPTER 9

Homework: Forum  & Mandate 

Forum - medium for discussion (eg: TV, radio, Internet, & newspapers)

Mandate - expressed will of the people (what the people want)

Name ____________________________________________Class ___________ Date______________
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American Government 9.1 Presidential Powers

Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 

	Column A

_____1. expressed will of the people

_____2. head of the executive branch

_____3. implied by Article II

_____4. medium for discussion

_____5. congressional power


	Column B

A. president

B. impeachment

C. forum

D. mandate

E. inherent powers



In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
_____6. This item is an example of presidential judicial power.

A. appoint city judges 


C. reduce a person’s jail sentence

B. pardon non-federal criminals 

D. pardon people convicted of state crimes

_____7. This item represents one of the greatest sources of power for a president.

A. strong popular support 


C. political party affiliation

B. support of foreign countries 

D. military support

_____8. This president was known for his fireside chats.

A. Bill Clinton 



C. Ronald Reagan

B. Franklin D. Roosevelt 


D. Abraham Lincoln

_____9. Public opinion over the Vietnam War helped prevent this president from running for reelection.

A. Ronald Reagan 



C. John F. Kennedy

B. Richard Nixon 



D. Lyndon Johnson

_____10. Mass media and this item support the checks and balances that limit the power of the president.

A. public forums 



C. political party influence

B. the War Powers Act 


D. public opinion

List the Constitutional Powers of the President: Why the Founders Wanted a Strong Executive 

1

2

List the Presidential Powers Granted in the Constitution

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Summarize today’s lesson:
