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American Government 8.3 The Cabinet

Drill: Electoral College & President-elect

Electoral College: elects the president and vice president. 

President-elect:  title for the new president until the inauguration, January 20th.

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Student will be able to evaluate how politics influences cabinet appointments and relationships by taking notes and completing the assignment

I. The Selection of the Cabinet (pages 228–230)

A. The president must consider many factors in selecting the cabinet.

B. The president must consider whether potential cabinet members’ backgrounds suit their cabinet posts, whether they bring geographical balance to the cabinet.

II. The Role of the Cabinet (pages 230–232)

A. Cabinet members are heads of the executive departments.

B. The cabinet’s role has always been determined by the president.

C. Modern presidents usually have not depended on the cabinet for advice.

D. Certain cabinet members—the secretaries of state, defense, and treasury, plus the attorney general—form the “inner cabinet.” 

III. Factors Limiting the Cabinet’s Role (page 232)

A. The president does not command the full loyalty of cabinet members.

B. Cabinet members are pressured by career officials in their departments, interest groups, and members of Congress

C. With 14 cabinet members, it is difficult to maintain secrecy 

D. The president may not know and trust all the members of the cabinet

	1. B 



6. D

2. E 



7. C

3. A 



8. A

4. C 



9. D

5. D 



10. D
	1. advisers

2. administrators; bureaucracies

3. political; social; management

4. Robert Weaver

5. Frances Perkins; Secretary of Labor

6. Lauro Cavazos; education


Summary: In today’s lesson, I learn how the President picks his advisors and that these advisors are known as his cabinet.

Homework: Cabinet & Inner Cabinet
Cabinet: consist of 14 members; their role is to advise the President.

Geographical: having to do with location on a map

Name ____________________________________________Class ___________ Date______________
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American Government 8.3 The Cabinet

Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 
	Column A

_____1. president’s advisers

_____2. first African American cabinet member

_____3. first woman cabinet member

_____4. first Hispanic cabinet member

_____5. brain trust


	Column B

A. Frances Perkins

B. cabinet

C. Lauro F. Cavazos

D. Franklin D. Roosevelt

E. Robert Weaver



In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
_____6. One of the first responsibilities of the president is to

A. give a State of the Union speech. 




C. reorganize Congress.

B. meet with other heads of state. 




D. staff the executive branch.

_____7. The secretary of agriculture is usually from this area.

A. a western state 






C. a farm state

B. a southern state 






D. a large city

_____8. The secretaries of state, defense, treasury, and the attorney general are known as the

A. inner cabinet. 






C. kitchen cabinet.

B. brain trust. 







D. direct cabinet.

_____9. This is NOT a constituency that requires the loyalty of cabinet members.

A. special-interest groups 





C. career officials in their departments

B. members of Congress 





D. political parties

_____10. The role of the cabinet in policymaking is dependent on

A. their abilities. 






C. Congress.

B. their political party. 





D. the president.

Use the information in your textbook to complete these sentences.

	Frances Perkins; Secretary of Labor

Lauro Cavazos; education
	Advisers 

administrators; bureaucracies
	political; social; management

Robert Weaver


1. The members of George Washington’s cabinet were among his most important __________________.

2. Today, cabinet members are _____________________ of large ___________________________.

3. In selecting their department heads, presidents must balance many ____________________,

___________________ , and _________________________ considerations.

4. The first African American cabinet member was ________________ , who headed the department of Housing and Urban Development.

5. The first woman appointed a cabinet head was ___________, who became the ____________________.

6. The first Hispanic cabinet member was _____________ , secretary of _____________________.

Summarize today’s lesson:

