American Government  7.4 Helping Constituents
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Drill: Lobbyists & Constituents

Lobbyists  - paid representatives of a special interest groups (e.g. labor unions)

Constituents - people who are represented by an elected official (e.g. Senator)

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Students will be able to explain how members of Congress help voters of their state or district by reading the section on how a bill becomes law and analyzing the data.

I. Handling Problems (pages 200–201)

A. Lawmakers in both houses must deal with their constituents’ problems and needs involving government.

B. Caseworkers on lawmakers’ staffs help them deal with voters’ requests for help.

C. Lawmakers spend a great deal of time on casework because responding to voters helps them get reelected, casework brings problems with federal programs.

II. Helping the District or State (pages 201–203)

A. Lawmakers bring federal projects and money to their districts and states through pork-barrel legislation, federal grants and contracts.

B. Congress appropriates billions of dollars for local projects that can bring funds and jobs to districts and states; these appropriations for local projects are sometimes called “pork-barrel legislation.”

C. Lawmakers also try hard to obtain federal grants and contracts for their districts and states.

Terms to Know:  Per Capita (based on each person or the number of people)

	1. D 



6. D

2. E 



7. A

3. B 



8. B

4. A 



9. A

5. C 



10. C
	Data Interpretation

1. California, New York, Texas, Florida, & Pennsylvania.

2. California, Texas, Florida, New York, & Pennsylvania.

3. Pennsylvania is the second highest based on per capita




Summary: Today, I learned that “pork” in “pork-barrel legislation” is used to “grease” the wheels of government. By that, I mean that when Congress appropriates millions of dollars for local projects, such as hydroelectric dams, and environmental cleanup programs.
Homework: Pork Barrel Legislation & Logrolling

Pork Barrel – is legislation that provides inappropriate money and or jobs 

Logrolling - is a form of political patronage or back scratching
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American Government 7.4 Helping Constituents

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

Terms to Know: Per Capita ___________________________________________________________________

Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 

	Column A

______1. helping constituents with problems

______2. a kind of casework

______3. Appalachian Regional Commission

______4. backscratching

______5. source of money and jobs
	Column B

A. logrolling

B. pork-barrel legislation

C. federal grants and contracts

D. casework

E. help with bureaucracy


In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
______6. Although many voters say they want less government, this item keeps government large.

A. logrolling 




C. caseworkers

B. pork-barrel legislation 


D. voters’ requests for help

______7. This is NOT a way lawmakers provide services for their constituents.

A. fixing speeding tickets 


C. federal grants and contracts

B. pork-barrel legislation 


D. keeping federal projects

______8. Passing laws to appropriate money for local federal projects is called

A. logrolling. 




C. federalism.

B. pork-barrel legislation. 


D. casework duty.

______9. Agreements by two or more lawmakers to support each other’s bills is called

A. logrolling. 




C. lobbying.

B. caseworking. 



D. port-barrel legislation.

______10. Federal grants and contracts are awarded by

A. the president. 



C. agencies of the executive branch.

B. congressional districts. 


D. Congress.

Distribution of Federal Funds
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1. Rank the five states in order of total federal funds received from highest to lowest.

2. Rank the five states in order of defense funds received from highest to lowest.

3. How do the two lowest ranked states in total federal funds received rank in the amount of federal funds received per capita?

Summarize today’s lesson:
