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DRILL: Entitlement & Appropriation

Entitlement: is considered a right and is owed to the individual

Appropriation: process of providing money 

LESSON OBJECTIVE:  

Students will identify factors that often influence members of Congress by reading and completing the assignment on how a bill becomes law.

I. Influences on Lawmakers (page 194)

A. Lawmakers’ views on decisions are seldom based on individual conscience.

B. Voters back home, lawmakers’ staff members, lawmakers’ own political parties, the president, and special-interest groups all influence lawmakers’ views.

II. The Influence of Voters (pages 195–196)

A. Lawmakers are influenced by the needs and opinions of their constituents.

B. Lawmakers stay informed of voters’ attitudes and needs by making frequent trips back home, by questionnaires, and by reports from their staff.

III. The Influence of Parties (pages 196–197)

A. Nearly all members of Congress belong to one of the two major political parties and generally support their own party’s stands on legislation.

B. House members support their parties more strongly than do Senate members.

IV. Important Information

A. Republicans are part of a political party that began in 1865. Lincoln was the first  Republican President.

B. Lobbyists are paid professionals who urge lawmakers to pass certain laws.

C. Lawmakers are members of the legislative branch of government

D. Democrats are the opposing political party 
E. Constituents are the citizens who are represented by their lawmakers

11. Lawmakers want to serve their constituents and be re-elected, and support their party or president.

Summary: Today, I learned that lobbyists represent special interest groups and seek to influence legislators’ votes. Since that time, lobbyists have become one of the most powerful influences on governments.

Homework: Lobbyists & Constituents

Lobbyists  - paid representatives of a special interest groups (e.g. labor unions)

Constituents - people who are represented by an elected official (e.g. Senator)
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Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 
	Column A

______1. represent citizens of their district

______2. party voting is strong on these

______3. tend to favor social-welfare programs

______4. tend to favor business

______5. representatives of interest groups


	Column B

A. Republicans

B. lobbyists

C. lawmakers

D. Democrats

E. farm issues


In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
______6. On issues that affect their constituents’ daily lives, most members of Congress vote according to

A. the needs of the nation. 



C. their consciences.

B. religious beliefs. 




D. the needs of their districts.

______7. This is one of the most important influences on a lawmaker’s voting behavior.

A. political party identification 


C. the lawmaker’s education

B. the lawmaker’s world view 


D. revenue that the vote will generate

______8. The major reason lawmakers vote along party lines is that they

A. are influenced by PACs. 



C. have similar beliefs about public policy.

B. are influenced by lobbyists. 


D. do not care about constituent’s opinion.

______9. This strongly influenced the vote for military action in the Persian Gulf in Congress.

A. political party identification 


C. the lawmakers’ consciences

B. growing public support 



D. the needs of the nation

______10. These special-interests groups influence lawmakers to vote in favor of their programs.

A. congressional committees 



C. political action committees

B. policymakers 




D. political leaders
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Write a definition for each:

A. Republicans

B. lobbyists

C. lawmakers

D. Democrats

E. constituents
11. Why do members of Congress consider other factors and not just cast their votes according to their own views on proposed bills? 

12. Summary today’s lesson.
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