American Government 7.2 How a Bill Becomes Law
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DRILL: Quorum & Pocket Veto

Quorum—the number of members necessary to be present in order to vote on a bill

Pocket Veto—the president keeps a bill in his pocket during the last 10 days of Congress.  

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Students will analyze the power of Congress to raise and spend money through tax laws and appropriations bills by reading and completing the assignment on how a bill becomes law.

I. Making Decisions About Taxes (pages 189–190)

A. The House of Representatives has exclusive power to start all revenue bills.  

B. Until the 1970s the closed rule forbade members of Congress from amending tax bills from the floor of the House because members felt tax bills were too complicated 

II. Appropriating Money (pages 191–192)

A. Congress has the power of appropriation, or approval of government spending.

B. Congress uses a two-step procedure in appropriating money:

1. an authorization bill, setting up a federal program 

2. an appropriations bill, providing the money needed to carry out the program 

C. In each house of Congress, an appropriations committee and its subcommittees handle appropriations bills.

D. Powerful interest groups try to influence appropriations subcommittees to give the agencies all the money they request.

Terms to Know

Entitlement: right and or privilege

Appropriation: provides money 

1. B 

6. A

2. E 

7. C

3. A 

8. B

4. C 

9. A

5. D 

10. D

11. Why are certain expenditures such as social security given long-term spending authority? Government entitlement programs must be honored from year to year.

12. Summary:  Today, I learned that members of Congress often promote spending bills that benefit their district or state. 
HOMEWORK: Entitlement & Appropriation

Entitlement: is considered a right and is owed to the individual

Appropriation: process of providing money 
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American Government 7.2:Taxing and Spending Bills

Members of Congress often promote spending bills that benefit their district or state. For example, in 1997 a senator of Alabama added a measure to the House appropriations bill to spend $3 million for fertilizer research in Alabama. A senator of Texas added a bill to build a new commuter lane on a bridge in El Paso. Both senators were important members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, and their efforts were successful.

Terms to know: write the definitions for:

Appropriation

Entitlements

Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks.
	Column A

______1. approval of government spending

______2. sets up a federal program

______3. provides money

______4. has power to cut budgets

______5. social programs
	Column B

A. appropriations bill

B. appropriation

C. appropriations committees

D. entitlements

E. authorization bill


In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
______6. The national government gets most of the money it needs from

A. taxes. 



C. entitlement.

B. appropriations. 


D. the House Ways and Means Committee.

______7. This mechanism forbids members to offer any amendments to a bill from the floor.

A. entitlement 


C. closed rule

B. authorization bill 


D. Article I, Section 8

______8. This item is needed before the Department of Defense can spend money.

A. a popular vote 


C. an entitlement

B. congressional approval 

D. a special tax

______9. Because they are social programs that continue from one year to the next,

some uncontrollables are called

A. entitlements. 


C. authorization bills.

B. taxes. 



D. closed rules.

______10. The government is legally committed to spending for uncontrollables because of

A. the closed rule. 


C. taxes.

B. the authorization bill. 

D. previous legislation.

11. Why are certain expenditures such as social security given long-term spending authority?

12. Summarize today’s lesson:
