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Drill: Magistrates & Tyranny 

Magistrates - judges

Tyranny – oppression or dictatorship

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Students will be able to explain the process by which federal legislation is proposed, reviewed, and enacted by reading and completing the review assignment on how a bill becomes law.

I. Types of Bills and Resolutions (pages 181–182)

A. Public bills involve national issues; 

B. Private bills deal with individual people or places.

C. Resolutions may be passed by either house or by both houses jointly.

D. Only a few bills become laws:

II. Introducing a Bill (pages 183–186)

A. Introducing a new bill in Congress is the first step in the lawmaking process.

B. New bills are sent to committees and sometimes subcommittees.

C. Both houses usually agree with the committees’ decision on a bill.

III. Final Steps in Passing Bills (pages 187–188)

A. To become a law, a bill must pass in identical form in both houses;

B. The president may then let the bill become law by signing it or keeping it 10 days without signing it, or kill it using a veto or pocket veto.
C. Congress can override a presidential veto by a two-thirds vote in each house.

IV Important Information


A. Pocket Veto—president does not act on bill during the last 10 days of Congress, so the bill is killed because Congress is not in session to override a veto.


B. Pigeonholing—committee leadership ignores bill and simply lets it die


C. Pocket Veto—president does not act on bill during the last 10 days of Congress, so the bill is killed because Congress is not in session to override a veto.


D. Quorum—the number of members necessary to be present, usually a majority, in order to vote on a bill


E. Veto—president rejects bill by refusing to sign it and returning it to Congress

F. Line Item Veto—power to veto specific provisions (lines or items) while accepting the main part of a bill
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	Summary: Many major public bills deal with controversial issues and may be debated for months.




Homework:  Quorum & Pocket Veto

Quorum—the number of members necessary to be present in order to vote on a bill

Pocket Veto—the president keeps a bill in his pocket during the last 10 days of Congress.  The bill is killed because Congress is not in session to override a veto.
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American Government 7.1 How a Bill Becomes a Law
Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct letters in the blanks. 

	Column A

_____1. bills dealing with individual people or places

_____2. bills dealing with general matters

_____3. affects one house of Congress

_____4. H.R. 1, H.R. 2, and so on

_____5. conferees


	Column B

A. managers

B. private bills

C. first reading

D. public bills

E. resolution



In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
_____6. This mechanism is used to propose constitutional amendments.

A. concurrent resolution 


C. resolution

B. private bill 




D. joint resolutions

_____7. This item requires the action of both houses, but no law is needed.

A. joint resolution 



C. resolution

B. concurrent resolution 


D. private bill

_____8. These meetings are sessions at which a committee listens to testimony.

A. hearings 




C. pigeonholing

B. first reading 



D. public bill

_____9. Which of these is NOT a method of senatorial voting.

A. voice vote 




C. roll call

B. standing vote 



D. ballot

_____10. This action allows the president to rescind or remove individual spending items.

A. private bill 




C. rider

B. line-item veto 



D. pocket veto

Write the definition for:

Pigeonholing 

Quorum 
Veto 
Pocket Veto 

Line Item Veto 
Summary: Why might a major public bill require months to move through Congress?
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