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USHX 6. 4: Populism 

Drill: Collective Bargaining & Knights of Labor 

Collective Bargaining: union leaders tried to negotiate for better conditions for all workers in a factory or an industry.

Knights of Labor - first national labor union in the United States. 
Objectives:

Students will be able to explain the effects that industrialization have on farmers by analyzing the actions did they took to fight for change.

Notes: In the late 1800s
1. The number of farms in the United States grew, and farming became mechanized. 

2. The National Grange was formed in 1868 to help farmers. 

3. Interstate Commerce Act (1877) to regulate this trade between states.

4. Since 1792, the US had allowed free coinage, money that had value in gold or silver. 

5. In 1873 the United States went on a only gold standard
6. New political party- the Populist Party wanted the government to own the railroads, as well as the telephone and telegraph systems. 

7. In 1893 there was an economic depression called the Panic of 1893. Many people blamed the money system and called for reform. 

8. In the presidential election of 1896, the Democratic candidate William Jennings Bryan wanted the free coinage of silver. 

9. His Republican opponent, William McKinley, opposed free coinage. 

10. From 1860 to 1900, the U.S. population more than doubled and the number of farms increased to feed the growing population.

11. The combination of more farms and greater productivity in the late 1800s led to overproduction and lower prices for crops.

12. Congress passed the Interstate Commerce Act to provide some uniform trade regulations among the states.

13. The Coinage Act of 1873 placed the United States on a gold standard.

14. The People’s Party, which was formed by Alliance leaders and representatives from labor and reform organizations, was better known as the Populist Party.

16. Voters in the 1892 presidential election chose Grover Cleveland as their new president.

Summary: in today lesson we learned that in the late 1800s U.S. farmers had economic problems, which they tried to solve by becoming more involved in politics. 

Homework:  Gold Standard & Populist Party

Gold Standard - meant that money had a fixed value in gold.

Populist (Political) Party – was an alliance of labor and reform groups. 

Name __________________________ Class _______________ Date ________________
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USHX 6. 4: Populism
Terms to know:
• mechanized (200):________________________________________

• enact (201): ________________________________________

READING THE SECTION As you read the section, circle the boldface word or phrase that best completes each statement below.

1. From 1860 to 1900, the U.S. population more than doubled / tripled, and the number of farms increased to feed the growing population.

2. The combination of more farms and greater productivity in the late 1800s led to overproduction and higher / lower prices for crops.

3. The National Grange was founded by William Jennings Bryan / Oliver Kelley and several government clerks as a social and educational organization for farmers.

4. Congress passed the Interstate Commerce Act / Farmers’ Alliance Act to provide some uniform trade regulations among the states.

5. The Coinage Act of 1873 placed the United States on a silver standard / gold standard.

6. Farmers supported coining silver to create deflation / inflation, an increase in the money supply and a rise in prices.

7. The People’s Party, which was formed by Alliance leaders and representatives from labor and reform organizations, was better known as the Populist Party / Greenback Party.

8. Voters in the 1892 presidential election chose Benjamin Harrison / Grover Cleveland as their new president.

9. Many investors reacted to the economic downturn of the 1890s by selling their investments in exchange for diamonds / gold.

10. The victory of James B. Weaver / William McKinley in the 1896 presidential election marked the end of both the Populist Party and organized farmers’ parties.

In your own words, summarize today’s lesson:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

