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Drill: Subpoena & Immunity

Subpoena - legal order to appear in court
Immunity - Giving this item to a witness means that he or she is free from the threat of prosecution 

LESSON OBJECTIVE

Students will be able to analyze the dynamics of the relationship between the legislative and executive branches of the federal government by researching today’s reading.
I. Cooperation and Conflict (pages 172–174)

A. The members of Congress represent local interests.

B. The Constitution’s system of checks and balances may cause conflicts between Congress and the President.

C. Differences can affect relations between Congress and the president. 

D. Procedures in Congress may cause conflicts with the president.

E. Members of Congress often serve in government longer than any president and may resist the president’s timetable for enacting laws.

II. The Struggle for Power (pages 174–176)

A. Congress can limit or end the emergency powers it has granted the president.

B. Congress has reduced the president’s power in planning the budget and spending money that Congress has appropriated.

C. The Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974 established permanent budget committees for each house, created the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), and limited the president’s ability to impound funds.

E. The Congressional Budget Office provides financial experts to help Congress increase its role in planning the budget.

F. Congress no longer uses the legislative veto but still seeks to ensure that the president carries out its intent in executing laws.

	1. B 


6. A

2. D 


7. B

3. E 


8. A

4. C 


9. C

5. A 


10. C
	11. Budget – yearly financial plan
12. Gridlock – when nothing moves 

13. Equality – equal treatment




Summary: Congress evidenced its desire to increase its power relative to the executive branch.

Homework: Impoundment & deadlock

Impoundment - president’s refusal to spend money

Deadlock – Congress and or the President is not willing to compromise
Name _______________________________ Date ______________ Class ___________


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Match each item in Column A with the items in Column B. Write the correct

letters in the blanks. 
	Column A

______1. presidential power

______2. congressional power

______3. combats economic problems

______4. yearly financial plan

______5. president’s refusal to spend money


	Column B

A. impoundment

B. veto

C. national budget

D. override

E. freeze on wages and prices



In the blank at the left, write the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 
______6. All bills Congress passes require this before they become law.

A. the president’s signature 




C. a presidential veto

B. Supreme Court approval 




D. congressional override

______7. James Burns, a political historian, argues that checks and balances result in

A. an efficient government. 




C. equality for the people.

B. deadlock. 






D. desirable public policy.

______8. Gridlock between the president and Congress can occur because of

A. partisan political differences. 



C. federal government shutdowns.

B. cooperation between the two. 



D. overriding a presidential veto.

______9. This system makes it likely that the president and Congress will always compete for power.

A. impoundment 





C. checks and balances

B. national electorate 





D. national budget

______10. In 1974 Congress passed the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act in an effort

to increase

A. the budget.






C. its role in planning the budget.

B. federal spending. 





D. impoundment.

Terms to know:

11. Budget

12. Gridlock

13. Equality

Summary: Why did Congress finally act in 1976 to end the emergency powers it had granted the president in 1935? 
