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When people of one culture encounter those of another, they usually interpret
the actions of the strangers in terms of their awn values. The follorwing passages
describe Columbus's impressions of the Native Americans he encountered

s you read, ik about the cuitural asmptions that might huce influenced
Columbuss Hhinking.

T gave o all approschesd whatever aticls | had about e, such asclth
and many cther things,taking nothing of their in rtur: bt they are
naturally tiid and feacful. As soon however as they sce that they ane safc
‘and have L aside al fear, they are very simple and honist, and exceeclingly
Tibral it all they have; nare ofthem reusing any thing he may possese
when he i aske for it, but o the contrary imvitig us to g5k them. They
exhibit greatlove towsands alother in preference o themselves: they also
ive objctsof reat vahue forrifls, and content themselves with very litle
S nothing i reum,

1 could ot clsrly understand whether the pecple possess any private
property, for | observed that e man had the charge o dtrbuting various
hings o the rst, butespecialy meat and provisions and the ike. Idid not
find,as ome o s had expected, any cannbale amongst them, bt cn the
contrary,men of great deference and kindness.

Norar they sk or unskild but of xeellnt and scute anderstanding:
and the men who have navigated that sea give an account of cverything in

an admirable manner; but they never saw peopleclothed, nor these Kinds.
ofships. As oo as rcached that sea | seized by force several Indians on the
fire eland, i cvder that they might éam from us, and in ke manner tll s
about those things in these lands of which they themselves had knowledge:
‘and the plan succeeded, or ina short time we anderstood them and they vs,

Sometimes by gesturcs and signs, sometimes by words; and it was  great
advantage 0





