[image: image1.png]The Framers of the Constitution knew they could not possibly foresee all the changes that could
impact their new country, so they included mechanisms to aliow future generations to adapt the
Constitution to changing times. However, the amendment process they created is rigorous, and
‘many proposed amendments do not make it into the Constitution. In the mid-1990s, the balanced
budget and term limits amendments were popular proposals that never had enough support to
become ratified amendments. Study the cartoon below and answer the questions that follow:
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[image: image2.png]Inthe 19905, the Supreme Court issued several rulings that decreased the power of the Federal
Government, resulting in Increased power for the States. Some people think that decreasec! federal
power leaves the most vulnerable groups in our society with less protection. Study the cartoon
below and answer the following questions.





[image: image3.png]The 1996 Welfare Reform Act resulted in 50 separate State welfare systems. Primary responsibility
for welfare shiftec! from the Federal Government to individual States. Study the cartoon below and
answer the questions that follow
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[image: image4.png]Although States cannot act like independent countries, our Constitution does allow States to enter
into agreements with one another for many purposes, such as the sharing of law enforcement infor-
‘mation and the conservation of air, water, and wildlife. In many cases, however, States establish
very different regulations from these in neighboring States. For example, California has developed
‘mare stringent air pollution controls than ts surrounding States. Study the cartoon below and
answer the questions that follow:

“They have very strict anti-pollution laws in this state.”





[image: image5.png]Although the two major American political parties—the Dermocrats and Republicans—are often at
odds on a variety of Issues, oceasionally they are in agreement. This coming together is called

bipartisanship.” This cartoon llustrates a bipartisan push to increase American participation in
world markets. Study the cartoon below and answer the questions that follow
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[image: image6.png]Inrecent years, fewer voters are identifying with traditional political parties, preferring to remain
independent. The views of both the Demoerats and Republicans have moved closer on certain
issus as a way to gain support from independent voters. As a result, some of the traditional differ-
ences between the national parties have been blurred. Study the cartoon below and answer the
questions that follow.

“My God! I went ta slecp @ Derocrat
and I've awakened a Republican.”





[image: image7.png]A major issue that divides Republicans and Democrats is the economy. The Democrats are seen as,
the party more likely to have government intervene In econormic matters, while the Republicans are
seen as the party more likely to allow the cconomy to follow its own course without intervention.
Study the cartoon below and answer the questions that follow.

WA @) Ny

_— L
Wi O € @ @™ g};ﬁ/bfﬂ

THe WAVE





[image: image8.png]In the history of American presidential politics there have been many third party candidates, but few
have receiveel more than a small percentage of the tofal vote, However, In 1092 Ross Perot, founder
ofthe Independence Party which later became known as the Reform party, posed a major threat to
the traditional party candidates. Study the cartoon below and answer the questions that follow
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