Political Cartoon Interpretation
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 SAMPLE STUDENT RESPONSE

Model for Interpretation
List the title of the Cartoon. Or, What title would you give it?


“Security Blanket”


List the objects or people that you see in the cartoon. 



Man sucking thumb, tree, rifle with tag, blanket

Which objects/people are symbols? What do you think each one means? 


    Man = hunter

    Blanket Bill of Rights

Are there any important clues (words, places, numbers) in the cartoon? 


National Rifle Association = organization in favor of owning weapons 


Assault/hunting = changing the reason for having a gun 


Security blanket = something that protects you

Describe what is happening in the cartoon.

A hunter is sitting under a tree, sucking his thumb and hugging a blanket the rifle's tag has been changed from assault to hunting

What is the political or social issue presented in the cartoon? 


Gun control

What is the cartoonist's viewpoint on this issue? How do you know? 

The artist is in favor of gun control and against the NRA's belief in owning weapons because the hunter is portrayed as childish and needing a “security blanket"

Who might agree/disagree with the cartoon? Why? 

agree = people who want more gun control 

disagree = hunters who want to be able to get weapons

Describe how you were able to interpret this cartoon.

I recognized the “right to bear arms" is in the Bill of Rights, and knew that the NRA wants people to be able to own weapons

