[image: image1.png]Drawing inferences is a way of interpreting information. When inferences are
macte while reading something, the reacer adds what he or she knows to the infor-
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Reud e ollawing excerpts from eters publisied in Dear America: Letters Home.
from Vietnam. Ansier th questions that folow o a sepurate siect of paper

A February 21, 1067

HelloSon,

How areyou ecling today? Hope this
lettr il fnd you successfull mcovering
Today we received your Parple Heart mecdal.
Hcoked at i with mived emotions. Happy,
beeause you are outof Vietnam; ad, because
of the price you had topay o get sway fom
thers.

Lot me say here and now that 'm extrerne-
Iy proud of you,son, Not because you were.
awarded the Heart,but because you did an
honorabl thin, | knovw that you were bittery
againstgoing ino the service and refected our
Feasons for being i Vietnam, Lalso knew of
you felings about the U S, and it reatment
of Negroes. | aha imagine that you were con-
ermplating going AWOL. Vet inspit of these
canditins, you did everythin hat s asked
of you. Whether it was to please your mther
o your grandmother | do not k.

o Specalist § Kt Py, I

v January 25,1068

Dear Linds,

Some good news today. Doctor said that
woulds’t have o lose my right amm and will be
able to egain almeet Full cotrel. .- Aftrsec.
ing the patients around me, |consider mysell
very lucky. There are many whohave Lt lgs,
arms, ey and other partsof ther bodics,
‘i leaves them i wore shap: than L m,
T realy very anious o know how you el
about me losing my [l arm becase aturally
Tdan'tknows hone you willeact ehen you see
me. With eny nens arm they will give me, Tl
b able to et ike | nomnally did, which vers
alwaysa il crazy. | haven't b depressedd
o anything ke that, so 1] o' want o 1o
feolbad cither. jus paid thepric that many
Saldiers pay defending ourcountry, and Ive
accepted the fact hat can get along as el
with amarifiial s 14 betore . 1love
you and miss you very much.

Fram Sevond Liutenant Frd Do

1. @) From whom and to whom is passage A writien? (b) From vwhom and to

whomis passage B written?

2 What event or change has just happenecd 1o the recipient of passage A? What
event or change has just happened to the writer of passage 5

From passage A, what nferences can you draw about the recipient’s feelings

about the Viemam War? What infererices can you draw about the recipient’s

recent experiences?

4 From passage B, what inferences can you draw about the wriler's njurics?
Whatinferences can you draw aboti his concerns about his relationship with

the recipient?

From both passages, what inferences can you draw about eperiences in the war?




[image: image2.png]In August 1990 Iraq invaded neighboring Kuwaitand threatened nearby Saudi
Arabia, thus feopardizing one o the world'slargest il supplies and the economies
of nations that depended on these ol reserves. In September 190, President
Gearge Bush gave a elevised speveh to Congress about the situation n the Persian
Gulf A you read the excerpt of his speech, ry to dentify which statements are
facts and vwhich are opinions. Then ansiwer the questions that follow on a separate

sheet oF paper
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Anews partnership of natcns has begun,
We stand today at a unique and extracrdinary
moment, The crisis inthe Persian Gulf, 2 grave.
asits,aso offer a are opportunay o move
fowvand an hisoric period of cooperation. Out of
these troubled times . anew avorld arder can
emerge:a new e, ey from the threat of &
o, stroger inthe pursait of justic, and more
Secue i the uestfo peace. An e in which
the nations of the world,cast and west,north
and south, can prosper and live n hartnony.
Vital sconomic nterats are at ik as wel,
Ieag sl controls some 10 percet ofthe workd's
proven ol eserves. raq plus Kuveit controls
ice that An Iraq permittad tosuallow Kuwait
weould have the ccemomic and military poveer,
aswell 3 he armogance, o intimidate and e
i neighbors-_neighbor wh control he lion's
share ot the world s remaining ol rerves. We
cannot permit a resouree sovita 0 be dominated
by ome S0 ruthles. And we won',

prove that each statement s a fact

hey are opinions.

For what reason are President Bushy' statements about the location of the
world's proven ol reserves easily recognizable as fact?

Choose tiwa other statements offactin the excerpt. Explain how you might

3. (@) Inwhat way does the next o the last parageaph presentan opinion rather
than a fact? (b) Choose two other statements of opinion, and explain vwhy





[image: image3.png]Being able to recognize bias is a useful skill that you can apply to any kind of
communication, whether it s writien,oral, or visual. Recognizing bias improves
your understanding oF both the source of the communication and the material
communicated

Reud theolloing excerpts about e women's movement in te e 19505 and carly
19905, Lise te questions tha followo o help you defermine wieter eitier of these
aritngs s birsed.

A WIN Worman's nformation Network| s _a i crganization. B there i
Some Kind offe of bring associted withit. | think part of it s that these wormen ane
politially active and they want professional esult,and although they repeet all the
elder genration has gane thouigh, they see the need fo further progriss and dont
wwant b separated. They wani o be mainstrm. They want 10 make changes inthe
mainstrsam, I loking at women's groups, | 2 young woman fel they have made
g leaps and bounds, but they have abenated themsves and have been over
looked on imporiant ssues.

—Vanessa Kinch,age 25 chairperson and
cotounderofthe Wormen's Informmation Network

. Womaniat” comes o Alce Walker's bk, s st of Our Mo Gardr,
She coined a phrase and define it 3 coming from black e, with the connstion
afblack women going around acting womanish, meaning acting like in contrl
‘actully taking charge, <king qucstins, eanting to know. That translated to
wcomanist. There i s ine where she defines what a womanist i, in defining woman-
haod, actlly not oy for black women but for il semen of clor:“Wemanist i 0
Femiist s purple s to lavender.”

We [African American women] are different. Our experiences arediffrent | do
experience sexism differently from white womer. There e commenaltics certanly.
Butthe cultural diferences are o eeat that 1 should, or black women should,feel
free tosay “T'm 2 womanist” if that's ehat they fecl cornfortable with. .. By calling
yourself 3 womanist,nat anly have you ligned yourself with fem i and being.
wormancentered, bt you have aso alignes yoursel with other sisters ofcoloracrcss
the globe.

Titfany Ferguson, age 20, student a the Universty of s, member
ofthe Womanist Circl, an Afican American womer's sUpport group.

1. Whatis the overall message of each excerpt?

Which detais presented in the excerpts can be checked for accuracy?

What apinions are presented as though they were facts?

4. Do the excerpts contain bias? Explain





